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August 1, 2023 

US 30 East 

Resource Agency, Stakeholder &  
Public Involvement Summary #2 

This report was finalized prior to the issuance of several Executive Orders 
(EOs) and one United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) order, 
including: 

• Federal EOs: EO 14154, EO 14148, EO 14173, and EO 14281; 

• State EOs: EO 25-49, EO 25-37, and EO 25-14; 

• USDOT Order 2100.7 
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1. STUDY OVERVIEW 
ProPEL is an INDOT initiative for transportation planning that uses collaborative Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) 
studies to consider environmental, community and economic goals early in the planning process. Through the PEL studies, 
INDOT aspires to create smarter transportation systems that build stronger communities.  

The ProPEL US 30 and 31 studies span 180 miles across 12 counties. The ProPEL US 30 East study area extends from Beech Road 
in Marshall County to the Indiana/Ohio state line in Allen County. It includes Marshall, Whitley, Kosciusko, and Allen counties.  

This report provides a summary of the information provided at two (2) Stakeholder Advisory Committee meetings, two (2) in-
person public information meetings, and one (1) virtual public information meeting, as well as the feedback from agency and 
stakeholder coordination and feedback that was collected from the public during the Purpose and Need phase of the study from 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 through Monday, July 31, 2023. Public feedback will continue throughout the remaining phases: 
Alternatives Analysis and the completion of the PEL Study.  

2. PURPOSE OF THE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Feedback from residents, motorists, local and statewide leaders, businesses, and others is vital to the success of the studies. 
Along with the other study areas, the ProPEL US 30 East study team is gathering public feedback throughout the planning 
process. The initial round of public engagement occurred October 2022 through December 2022 as part of the Vision and 
Scoping phase of the ProPEL study. The Purpose and Need phase began in January 2023.  Public comments were received 
through the end of July 2023. The intent of the Purpose and Need public engagement was to: 

• Reintroduce the concept of a Planning and Environmental Linkage (PEL) study 
• Publicize the scope of the ProPEL US 30 East Study process 
• Share public feedback gathered to date 
• Identify the study’s draft desired outcomes (purpose) and transportation issues (needs) based on public input and on 

technical and environmental analysis 
• Identify the study’s Goals  
• Solicit and receive stakeholder feedback on the initially identified study Purpose, Needs, and Goals 
• Refine the study’s Purpose and Need Statement 
• Communicate ways to participate in the ProPEL US 30 East Study 

 

Figure 1: ProPEL US 30 Study Schedule 
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3. OUTREACH AND ADVERTISEMENT 
The study team conducted stakeholder and public outreach to raise awareness of the ProPEL US 30 Purpose and Need phase of 
the study, encourage participation, alert the public to meeting dates, and solicit feedback during the public comment period. 
Figure 2 contains a summary of these efforts.  

Table 1: ProPEL US 30 East Outreach Efforts  

Outreach Efforts Date(s) 
Stakeholder Advisory Committees  Virtual meetings 05/22/23; 

05/23/23 
Public Information Meetings In-person – New Haven and Columbia City 06/08/2023; 

06/13/2023;  
Virtual Public Information Meeting Launched via propelUS30.com 06/23/2023 

Website Information ProPELUS30.com 05/23/2023  

INDOT Press Release (Appendix A) INDOT media list 05/22/2023 

Media Alert (Appendix B) INDOT media list 06/06/2022 

Social Media Posts (Appendix C) Twitter, Facebook & Instagram posts with in-person 
meeting information 

05/12/2023; 
05/17/2023; 
06/01/2023;  
06/08/2023; 

Twitter, Facebook & Instagram posts with virtual 
meeting information 

06/23/2023; 
07/31/2023 

Twitter, Facebook & Instagram with PIM recap 07/25/2023 

Stakeholder Email Blasts (Appendix D) 
  

754 recipients and 56% open rate 05/23/2023 
759 recipients and 50% open rate 06/01/2023 
757 recipients and 54% open rate 06/06/2023 
843 recipients and 53% open rate     06/23/2023 

843 recipients and 51% open rate  07/14/2023 
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4. STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

372 recipients and 24% open rate (as of 7/27/2023) 7/27/2023 

Public Notices (Appendix E) 
  
  

The Post and Mail 5/27/2023 
6/3/2023 

Journal-Gazette 5/25/2023 
6/1/2023  

Times-Union 5/25/2023  
6/1/2023 

El Puente (online) 5/24/2023 to 
6/13/2023 

Mail-Journal (print) and Ink-Free News (online) 5/31/2023 

Community Office Hours & 
Community Engagement Events 
  
  
  

New Haven (COH) - New Haven Community Center 01/11/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Warsaw Community Public Library 01/12/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Warsaw Community Public Library 02/08/2023 
Columbia City (COH) - Peabody Public Library 02/09/2023 
Indiana Farm Bureau Meeting 02/13/2023 
Kosciusko County Winter Farmers Market (Warsaw) 03/18/2023 
Columbia City (COH) - Peabody Public Library 03/22/2023 
US 30 East Economic Development Roundtable 
(virtual) 

03/28/2023 

New Haven (COH) - New Haven Community Center 03/29/2023 
Johnson & Johnson (DePuy Synthes) Meeting 04/11/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Warsaw Community Public Library 04/21/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Church (Spanish language event) 

04/23/2023 

New Haven (COH) - New Haven Community Center 04/25/2023 
Indiana Legislative Briefing (virtual) 05/11/2023 
Columbia City (COH) - Peabody Public Library 05/11/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Warsaw Community Public Library 05/19/2023 
Fat and Skinny Tire Festival (Warsaw) 05/19/2023 
Warsaw (COH) - Ivy Tech Community College Warsaw 06/16/2023 
Whitley County 4-H Fair (Columbia City) 07/19/2023 
Pierceton (COH) - Pierceton Public Library 07/20/2023  
Columbia City (COH) - Peabody Public Library 07/20/2023 

PIM Promotional Postcard 
Distribution (Appendix F) 

Distributed a total of 500 postcards to:  
• 13 public libraries, and municipal and county 

government buildings in Kosciusko, Whitley 
and Allen counties.  

• Residences at 8 mobile home communities 
along or close to US 30 within the study area. 
This outreach was targeted to engage 
underserved populations.  

06/02/2023 
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The study team established two Stakeholder Advisory Committees, which includes representatives from local agencies, 
residents, community organizations, churches, social service providers, emergency service providers, businesses and business 
organizations. One Stakeholder Advisory Committee included individuals from the eastern-most study area – from Fort Wayne 
to the Ohio state line. The second included representatives from the western study area, Warsaw to Fort Wayne, which 
connects to the US 30 West study area. Virtual meetings with each occurred Monday, May 22, and Tuesday, May 23. The 
purpose of these meetings was to present the draft Purpose and Need and solicit feedback from the community stakeholders. 
The study team also encouraged the committee members to assist in raising community awareness about the study and its 
feedback opportunities. Meeting materials and summaries are included in Appendix G. 
 

5. US 30 & 31 COALITIONS PRESENTATIONS 
The ProPEL Advisor team and US 30 East team met virtually with members of the US 30 and US 31 Coalitions to provide an 
update on the studies, discuss community and stakeholder engagement activities, provide information on next steps, and 
answer any questions from attendees. The US 30 Coalition presentation took place on Thursday, May 18, 2023. Meeting 
materials and summaries are included in Appendix H. 
 

6. AGENCY COORDINATION 
In addition, coordination meetings were held with resource agencies, cultural resource stakeholders, and federally recognized 
Tribes. These meetings held during the Purpose and Need phase included: 

• Monday, July 17, 2023: Tribal Meeting (Virtual): Transmitted the Archaeological Resources Identification Memorandum 
and the Draft Purpose and Need for review and comment via email on August 30, 2023. 

• November 30, 2023: Resource Agency & Cultural Resource Stakeholder Meeting (Virtual) 

In general, the purpose of these meetings was to present ProPEL and US 30 East study existing conditions, environmental 
constraints, discuss and seek feedback on the draft Purpose and Need, and to communicate specific next steps for the studies. 
Meeting materials and summaries are included in Appendix I. 
 
Resource Agency Meeting #2 will be scheduled at a future date.  
 

7. PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING FORMAT  
The study team held two in-person public information meetings: 

• Thursday, June 8, 2023, at the New Haven Community Center in New Haven, 5-7 p.m. EST 
• Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at Indian Springs Middle School in Columbia City, 5-7 p.m. EST 

A virtual, on-demand public information meeting (VPIM) was also available from Friday, June 23, 2023 to Monday, July 31, 2023. 
The virtual presentation was made available online at propelUS30.com. 

The format of the meetings was an open house with a presentation (Appendix J) from study team members. The open house 
was held from 5-7 p.m. EST with a presentation scheduled for 5:30 p.m. EST. The study team shared an overview of ProPEL and 
each corridor’s study, community engagement since the study’s launch, the data collected to shape the draft Purpose and 
Needs, the study’s goals, and the next steps in developing and narrowing down the Universe of Alternatives. The study team 
stressed the importance of continuous public input throughout the study to ensure fit and function within the community. 
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Informational boards lined the room at both in-person public information meetings (Appendix K) providing attendees with the 
space to examine the boards, speak with study staff, and provide feedback on the data presented. The informational boards 
included: 

• Welcome/Sign-In 
• Two (2) Roll Maps of the Study Area 
• Two (2) Study Area Maps that Display US 30 East and All Four (4) Study Areas 
• What is PEL?/ProPEL US 30 East Study Details 
• Study Timeline 
• Public Engagement Statistics 
• Vision Statement 
• ProPEL Study Purpose 
• US 30 East Study Purpose 
• Two (2) Boards for Need 1: Safety 
• One (1) Board for Need 2: Local Mobility 
• One (1) Board for Need 3: Statewide and Regional Mobility 
• Crash Analysis Summary 
• Study Goals 
• Average Midday Travel Speeds 2022 
• Existing and Forecasted Intersections 
• Comment Station  

Informational boards included an introduction into the Planning and Environment Linkages (PEL) study process, a map of the 
overall study area, a roadmap of the study purpose and needs, an outline of the study schedule, community engagement 
statistics, and maps showing the data collected to develop US 30 East’s specific Purpose and three (3) Needs.  

The open house exercises were organized in three (3) categories: 1) location-specific feedback; 2) respond to the corridor’s draft 
Purpose and Needs; and 3) provide general information about ProPEL. The purpose of these exercises was to gather input on 
the corridor fit and function. For fit, the study team wanted to understand how participants would like to see any improvements 
reflect the character of the area and provide opportunities for community gateways. For function, the study team built upon the 
analysis of existing conditions and identified needs to further understand how the corridor could support safety, traffic flow, 
connections, access, biking, walking and recreation. 

The location-specific boards included maps of the various sections within the study area. Participants were asked to place Post-
It notes on the roll maps to denote any traffic concerns, safety concerns, bike and pedestrian connections, local connections, 
sensitive resources and redevelopment potential. They also were used as prompts to respond to the following questions about 
the feedback and data collected in the development of the Purpose and Needs:  

• Does our gathered feedback align with your experience traveling US 30? 
• Please share your thoughts about the Purpose statement.  
• Please share your thoughts about this Need (Safety). 
• Please share your thoughts about this Need (Local Mobility). 
• Please share your thoughts about this Need (Statewide and Regional Mobility) 
• Please share your thoughts about the study Goals. 

The virtual meeting experience was designed to closely mimic the location-specific and visionary feedback gathering. Virtual 
attendees navigated through the following experiences at each station: 

• Welcome/Sign In 
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• Opening window: An embedded recording of the June 8 presentation from the in-person public information meeting at 
the New Haven Community Center. 

• Station 1: What We Heard 
• Station 2: What We Did 
• Station 3: Purpose and Need 
• Station 4: Study Goals 
• Station 5: Comments 
• Public Meeting Attendance 

The VPIM also included a voluntary survey that attendees could take to provide further feedback to the study team by ranking the 
study’s six goals. There were eight completed surveys from the 69 total attendees who participated in the US 30 East corridor’s 
VPIM. The following graph shows how each goal ranks: 

 

8. PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Participants represented a wide range of interests and included residents, business owners, elected officials, government 
officials, school systems, emergency services, community organizations, members of the US 30 Coalitions and several local 
media outlets. 

Meeting Information Total Attendees 
June 8, 2023 (New Haven) 25 
June 13, 2023 (Columbia City) 86 
Virtual Meeting 69 
TOTAL ATTENDEES 180 
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9. COMMENT SUMMARY 

 

The study team received a total of approximately 197 comments from January 1, 2023 through July 31, 2023. There were 
approximately 89 comments from the in-person and virtual public information meetings. Approximately 108 additional 
comments were received via the Community Office Hours, pop-up events, Stakeholder Advisory Committee meetings, and 
online comment form. The study team grouped the comments by general type of concern into one of the following categories. 
However, many of the comments pertain to one or more of the categories: 

• Overall US 30 Corridor – The largest number of comments fell into this general category. Overall US 30 Corridor 
accounted for 91 comments, or 62.7 percent of the total comments received. Specifically, comments largely pertained 
to a desire for overpasses/underpasses, frontage roads, and access to the highway from interchanges. Commenters 
frequently mentioned a perceived growth in semi-truck traffic on US 30. There is generally opposition to bypasses of 
Warsaw and Columbia City. Most members of the public submitting comments would like to see US 30 stay within its 
current footprint and alignment.   

• Safety – Safety was the second most commonly mentioned category of comments. There were 85 comments related to 
safety, which was 58.6 percent of all comments received. Semi-truck traffic was commonly mentioned in relation to 
safety. Commenters perceive trucks as traveling at high speeds, having difficulty stopping at traffic signals, frequently 
running red lights, and generally contributing to an increase in traffic on the corridor. Other safety concerns related to 
accessing or crossing the highway.   

• Mobility – A total of 45 comments, or 31 percent of comments, fell into the mobility category. Numerous commenters 
expressed a desire to keep the current access to Parker Street in Warsaw. Concerns were expressed about the 
diversion of traffic through neighborhoods and potential negative impacts of businesses in the area near Menards. 
Commenters generally believe that traffic has increased on US 30 impacting mobility. There are also perceptions that 
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an excess of traffic signals impede the movement of traffic.  Some commenters mentioned the need for improved 
transportation options such as passenger rail. 

• Economic Development – There were 39 comments related to economic development. That amounted to 26.8 percent 
of all comments. Making US 30 a controlled-access facility with frontage roads, overpasses and interchanges is seen by 
many as a key driver of job creation and business attraction and retention. Commenters also mentioned potentially 
negative impacts on businesses and farms from bypasses, expansion or relocation of US 30.  

• Environmental – Comments in the environmental category included concerns about impacts to Chapman Lakes if a 
northern bypass of Warsaw is built. Property owners, businesses, farmers and other commenters are concerned about 
impacts of expanding the highway or relocating it on their homes and livelihoods. There were 31 total comments in the 
environmental category, or 21.3 percent of comments overall. 

• Bike and Pedestrian – There were 18 comments categorized as Bike and Pedestrian for 12.4 percent of all comments. 
Difficulty crossing US 30 as a bicyclist or pedestrian in Warsaw was mentioned multiple times. Commenters would like 
to see an overpass or tunnel to accommodate safe crossings. Embracing Complete Streets philosophies by adding 
sidewalks, bike lanes, and other features that enhance multimodal transportation was also mentioned. 
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APPENDIX A: INDOT PRESS RELEASE  
 

 

INDOT to host public information meetings for US 30 and US 31 corridors 
Indiana Department of Transportation sent this bulletin at 05/22/2023 04:09 PM EDT 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

 

INDOT to host public information meetings for US 30 and US 31 
corridors 
INDIANAPOLIS - May 22, 2023 – The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is hosting seven public 
information meetings as it continues the Planning and Environment Linkages (PEL) studies along the US 30 and US 31 
corridors in northern Indiana. The purpose of the meetings is to report on insights gained from the public thus far, share 
additional data gathered by the study teams and provide an overview of needs and desired outcomes. 

Public information meetings will be held in each of the four study areas: 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/INDOT/bulletins/35bf64a
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The studies span 180 miles across 12 counties and include US 30 from Valparaiso to the Indiana/Ohio state line 
(excluding I-69 and I-469 around Fort Wayne), as well as US 31 between Hamilton County and Plymouth (excluding the 
Kokomo bypass). Counties within the study area include Allen, Fulton, Hamilton, Howard, Kosciusko, LaPorte, Marshall, 
Miami, Porter, Starke, Tipton and Whitley Counties. With help from Hoosiers, INDOT can build smarter transportation 
and stronger communities. 

ProPEL US 30 
ProPELUS30.com 
Facebook.com/PropelU.S.30 
Twitter: @ProPELUS30 
Instagram: @propelus30_31 

ProPEL US 31 
ProPELUS31.com 
Facebook.com/PropelU.S.31 
Twitter: @ProPELUS31 
Instagram: @propelus30_31 

### 

Stay Informed 
Get updates on INDOT projects and programs via: 

https://propelus30.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/PropelU.S.30/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://twitter.com/PropelUS30?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.instagram.com/propelus30_31/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://propelus31.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/PropelU.S.31?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://twitter.com/PropelUS31?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.instagram.com/propelus30_31/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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• Facebook: facebook.com/indianadepartmentoftransportation 
• Twitter: @INDOT 
• TrafficWise: 511in.org 

 
• Mobile App: iTunes App Store and the Google Play store for Android 

 
 

About the Indiana Department of Transportation 
INDOT continues to solidify the Hoosier State as the Crossroads of America by implementing Gov. Eric J. 
Holcomb’s $30 billion Next Level Roads plan. With six district offices and 3,500 employees, the agency is 
responsible for constructing and maintaining more than 29,000 lane miles of highways, more than 5,700 
bridges, and supporting 4,500 rail miles and 127 aviation facilities across the state. INDOT was recently ranked 
#1 in the United States for infrastructure in CNBC’s 2022 “America’s Top States for Business” ranking. Learn 
more about INDOT at in.gov/indot. 

Customer Service 
1-855-463-6848 
www.indot4u.com 

Media Contacts 
Stacey Osburn - 317-374-8998 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/indianadepartmentoftransportation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.twitter.com/INDOT?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://511in.org/@-87.42371,40.03112,7?show=incidents%2CnormalCameras%2CweatherWarningsAreaEvents%2CplowCameras%2Cflooding&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/indot-trafficwise/id1581840840?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=crc.carsapp.in&pli=1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.in.gov/indot/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.indot4u.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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APPENDIX B: MEDIA ALERT 
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APPENDIX C: SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 

May 12, 2023 

 

May 17, 2023
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June 1, 2023 

 

June 8, 2023
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June 23, 2023

 

July 25, 2023

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 July 27, 2023
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APPENDIX D: STAKEHOLDER EMAIL BLASTS 
 

May 23, 2023 
SUBJECT: ProPEL US 30 East study team to host public information meetings in June 
 
 

  

ProPEL US 30 East Public Meetings Scheduled for June  
The ProPEL US 30 East study team is once again asking for Hoosiers’ input as it starts the 
second phase in the Planning and Environment Linkage (PEL) study along US 30 in Kosciusko, 
Whitley and Allen counties. 

Propel US 30 East public information meetings have been scheduled for New Haven and 
Columbia City in early June. These meetings will detail what we’ve heard from our diverse 
corridor community, the data analysis we’ve conducted, and seek public feedback about the 
Purpose and Need for the ProPEL US 30 East study.  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

NEW HAVEN - THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 5 TO 7 P.M. 
Presentation at 5:30 p.m. EST 

New Haven Community Center 

7500 IN-930 East, Fort Wayne, IN 46803 
 
  

  

 

  

  

COLUMBIA CITY - TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 5 TO 7 P.M. 
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Presentation at 5:30 p.m. EST 
Indian Springs Middle School 
1692 IN-9, Columbia City, IN 46725 

An on-demand virtual meeting replay will be available by Wednesday, June 14 
at https://propelus30.com/.  
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 
  

https://www.propelus30.com/
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June 1, 2023 
SUBJECT: Join us for the ProPEL US 30 East public information meetings 
 
 

 

  

Join us June 8 or 13 
The ProPEL US 30 East study team is once again asking for Hoosiers’ input as it 
starts the second phase in the Planning and Environment Linkage (PEL) study 
along US 30 in northern Indiana. The ProPEL US 30 East study team will host 
two public information meetings to present the draft Purpose and Need in New 
Haven and Columbia City. 

These meetings will detail what we’ve heard so far from our diverse corridor 
community, the data analysis that we’ve conducted, and seek public feedback 
about the draft Purpose and Need for the ProPEL US 30 East study. The 
meetings will be held in an open-house format with a presentation. 

 

  

  

 

  

  

THURSDAY, JUNE 8 IN NEW HAVEN 
New Haven Community Center 
7500 IN-930 East, Fort Wayne, IN 46803 
Open house from 5-7 p.m. EST, presentation at 5:30 p.m. 

  

  

  

 

  

  

TUESDAY, JUNE 13 IN COLUMBIA CITY 
Indian Springs Middle School 
1692 IN-9, Columbia City, IN 46725 
Open house from 5-7 p.m. EST, presentation at 5:30 p.m. 
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An on-demand virtual meeting replay will be available by Wednesday, June 14, 
on the project website at propelus30.com. 
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.propelus30.com/
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June 6, 2023 
SUBJECT: Join us for the ProPEL US 30 East public information meetings 
 
 

 

  

Join us June 8 or 13 
The ProPEL US 30 East study team is once again asking for Hoosiers’ input as it 
starts the second phase in the Planning and Environment Linkage (PEL) study 
along US 30 in northern Indiana. The ProPEL US 30 East study team will host 
two public information meetings to present the draft Purpose and Need in New 
Haven and Columbia City. 

These meetings will detail what we’ve heard so far from our diverse corridor 
community, the data analysis that we’ve conducted, and seek public feedback 
about the draft Purpose and Need for the ProPEL US 30 East study. The 
meetings will be held in an open-house format with a presentation. 

 

  

  

 

  

  

THURSDAY, JUNE 8 IN NEW HAVEN 
New Haven Community Center 
7500 IN-930 East, Fort Wayne, IN 46803 
Open house from 5-7 p.m. EST, presentation at 5:30 p.m. 

  

  

  

 

  

  

TUESDAY, JUNE 13 IN COLUMBIA CITY 
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Indian Springs Middle School 
1692 IN-9, Columbia City, IN 46725 
Open house from 5-7 p.m. EST, presentation at 5:30 p.m. 

An on-demand virtual meeting replay will be available by Wednesday, June 14, 
on the project website at propelus30.com. 
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.propelus30.com/
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June 23, 2023 
SUBJECT: ProPEL US 30 East Virtual Public Meeting Now Available 
 
 

 

Interact with our Virtual Public Information Meeting! 
The ProPEL US 30 East study team invites you to interact with our Virtual Public Meeting for 
the study’s draft Purpose and Need. Click on the link below and scroll through the VPIM to: 

• Watch our presentation from the June 8 Public Information Meeting in New Haven 
• Click through the draft Purpose and Need’s informational graphics, which were standing 

displays during the in-person Public Information Meetings 
• Take a brief survey to provide us with your feedback on the draft Needs 
• Rank each need in order of importance to you 
• Submit your comments on the draft Purpose and Need 

Click here to experience the Virtual Public Meeting. 
 

The public comment period for the draft Purpose and Need goes through Monday, July 31, 
2023. Remember, your feedback is a vital part of shaping the ProPEL US 30 East study. 
YOU can help us ProPEL Indiana forward! 

 

The ProPEL US 30 East study team hosted two public information meetings earlier this 
month – on Thursday, June 8, in New Haven, and Tuesday, June 13, in Columbia City. More 
than 100 people attended them as our team presented the draft Purpose and Need for the 
Planning and Environment Linkage (PEL) study along US 30 in northern Indiana. Attendees 
also learned what feedback and insights we've heard so far from this diverse corridor 
community. In addition, we shared important data analysis that will continue to guide the 
study forward. 
  

  

https://pima.indot.in.gov/public/event-registration/search?project_id=105&pe_guid=9620ce10-9418-4595-961a-24de58e4f2f3
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July 14, 2023 
SUBJECT: Join the ProPEL US 30 East team next week, virtual public meeting available online 
 
 

 

  

Join us in-person next week 
  

Please join the ProPEL US 30 East study team for one pop-up event and two community office 
hours on July 19 and 20, as we continue to visit with residents and business owners along the 
corridor.  

Wednesday, July 19 - The study team will be at the Whitley County 4-H Fair at 680 W 
Squawbuck Road, Columbia City, IN 46725. Stop by our table from noon to 9 p.m. to learn more 
about the project and share your feedback. 

Thursday, July 20 - We are hosting community office hours in two locations along the corridor: 

• Pierceton Public Library 
101 W Catholic Street, Pierceton, IN 46562 
Noon to 2 p.m. 

• Peabody Public Library 
1160 IN-205, Columbia City, IN 46725 
3 to 5 p.m. 

We hope to see you there! 
  

  

  

 

  

  

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING AVAILABLE ONLINE 
Did you miss our in-person public meetings last month? The ProPEL US 30 East virtual public 
information meeting (VPIM) for the study's draft Purpose and Need is available on the project 
website at https://propelus30.com/us-30-east/#PublicMeetingsEast. The VPIM includes: 

• A video recording of the presentation from the June 8 meeting in New Haven 
• Interactive informational graphics that support the data in the draft Purpose and Need 

https://propelus30.com/us-30-east/#PublicMeetingsEast
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• A brief survey 
• An opportunity to provide comments on the draft Purpose and Need 

The public comment period for the draft Purpose and Need goes through Monday, July 31, 2023. Your feedback is 
a vital part of shaping the ProPEL US 30 East study. You can help us ProPEL Indiana forward! 
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July 27, 2023 
SUBJECT: The ProPEL US 30 East study wants your feedback on the draft Purpose and Need 
 

 

  

We Want to Hear From You 
The public comment period for the draft Purpose and Need closes Monday, 
July 31, 2023. Whether you haven't logged onto the website or just want a 
refresher on last month's public meeting materials, the virtual public meeting has 
all the information you need. 

Virtual Public Meeting Available Online 

The ProPEL US 30 East virtual public information meeting (VPIM) for the study's 
draft Purpose and Need is available on the project website 
at https://propelus30.com/us-30-east/#PublicMeetingsEast.  

The VPIM includes: 

• A video recording of the presentation from the June 8 meeting in New Haven 
• Interactive, informational graphics that support the data in the draft Purpose and Need 
• A brief survey 

Public comments on the draft Purpose and Need will be accepted through 
Monday, July 31. Your feedback is a vital part of shaping the ProPEL US 30 East 
study. You can help us ProPEL Indiana forward! 
  

  

 

  

  

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
The ProPEL US 30 East study regularly provides updates on social media. 
Please follow us to stay informed about the project! 

• Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/PropelU.S.30 
• Twitter - https://twitter.com/propelUS30 

https://propelus30.com/us-30-east#PublicMeetingsEast
https://www.facebook.com/PropelU.S.30
https://twitter.com/propelUS30
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• Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/propelus30_31 
  

 
APPENDIX E: PUBLIC NOTICES 

NOTICE OF IN-PERSON PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS 
Des. No. 2100113 

 
The ProPEL US 30 East study team is once again asking for Hoosiers’ input as it starts the second phase in the Planning and 
Environment Linkage (PEL) study along US 30 in northern Indiana. The ProPEL US 30 East study team will host two public 
information meetings in New Haven and Columbia City. 
 
These meetings will detail what we’ve heard so far from our diverse corridor community, the data analysis that we’ve 
conducted, and seek public feedback about the draft Purpose and Need for the ProPEL US 30 East study. This includes identifying 
transportation needs and developing a purpose of improvements. INDOT intends to use the information, analysis, and 
recommendations from the PEL study process to inform decisions about the statewide infrastructure program which will require 
future  federal environmental reviews conducted in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The 
meetings will be held in an open-house format with a presentation: 
 

• June 8, 2023, from 5 to 7 p.m. EST 
Presentation at 5:30 p.m. EST 
New Haven Community Center  
7500 IN-930 East 
Fort Wayne, IN 46803 
 

• June 13, 2023, from 5 to 7 p.m. EST 
Presentation at 5:30 p.m. EST 
Indian Springs Middle School 
1692 IN-9 
Columbia City, IN 46725 

 
An on-demand virtual meeting replay will be available by Wednesday, June 14 on the study website at https://propelus30.com/. 
In case of inclement weather that makes travel hazardous, the meetings will be rescheduled for a date to be determined. Dates, 
times and locations for rescheduled meetings will be posted on the website. 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities or representing an ADA and/or Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP) population are encouraged to contact Laura Van Wert, (412) 508-0383, or laura.vanwert@wsp.com in 
advance to coordinate services such as participation during the meeting, language, visual and audio interpretation services. 
 
This notice is published in compliance with Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each 
State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 23 CFR 
450.212(a)(7) states: “Public involvement procedures shall provide for periodic review of the effectiveness of the public 
involvement process to ensure that the process provides full and open access to all and revision of the process as necessary,” 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation on July 7, 2021. Current INDOT Public 
Involvement guidance can be found at https://www.in.gov/indot/public-involvement/public-involvement/. 

 
 

https://www.instagram.com/propelus30_31
https://propelus30.com/
https://propelus30.com/
https://www.in.gov/indot/public-involvement/public-involvement/
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APPENDIX F: PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING PROMOTIONAL 
POSTCARD 
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APPENDIX G: STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
MATERIALS 
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APPENDIX H:  US 30 & 31 COALITION MEETING MATERIALS 
 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 43 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 44 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 45 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 46 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 47 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 48 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 49 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 50 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 51 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 52 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 53 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 54 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 55 

 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 56 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 57 

APPENDIX I: AGENCY COORDINATION MEETING MATERIALS 
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 APPENDIX J: PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING PRESENTATION 
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Agency Comments 
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APPENDIX K: PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING DISPLAY BOARDS 
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APPENDIX L: PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY TABLE 
Table 1: PIM and PIMA Comments 

NOTE: Public comments are presented verbatim from what was submitted to the study team. 

Number Category Comment 
1.  Economic Development, 

Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The challenge of traffic congestion around Warsaw is a result of poor county and city planning 
by local government entities. Any INDOT plan should consider this pattern of behavior and 
plan that make changes in transportation infrastructure that will force the locals into a 
wholistic plan including local traffic roadways separate from the through-traffic divided 
highway system. They will not choose this on their own, rather will resist. The planning 
departments are too easily persuaded to do the will of the local power and land holders. 

2.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

I recently took a trip from Warsaw to Brownsburg.  We went down US31.  I was completely 
impressed by the work that has been done on US31 going through the Carmel area just 
before it intersects with I-465.  What a great design.  I'm hoping something like that can be 
done with US30 going through Plymouth and Warsaw.  In Warsaw I'm looking at the 
interchanges with Parker St and Center Street.  I've seen a recent sketch in the paper showing 
that the Parker St interchange would be basically eliminated and access to Menards, Culvers, 
Aldi, Discount Tire, a funeral home and a gas station would be eliminated. I'm hoping that 
there is room for an overpass with exit/entrance ramps to the side that would allow through 
traffic to continue while access to the businesses and residential areas would be maintained.  
Parker street has a lot of traffic coming from town and going over to the Menards, Culvers, 
Aldi and other businesses.   Center Street is the main street through Warsaw.  There are many 
businesses on both sides of US 30 that would need access to US30 and be able to pass over or 
under US30 also. I'm sure that the goal is to get to the point where US30 traffic can continue 
to flow through Warsaw without the stop lights.  I look forward to that too.  Again, I just hope 
that there is room to create through lanes with exit/entry ramps to the sides, or maybe in the 
middle. 

3.  Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

Main concern is safety.  The excess traffic lights and turn lanes without overpass makes it 
dangerous.  Many fatal accidents have occurred due vehicles running red light or failure to 
stop. 

4.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

I am a transportation design professional and one thing that has bothered me about the 
improvements made on US 31 around Kokomo or even SR 25 in Logansport is removing ALL of 
the traffic from the corridor rather than treating it like an urban corridor thus leaving behind a 
roadway that is more than the community needs. I hope that as we begin scoping things we 
do not leave behind wide expansive old roadways for counties and towns to deal with. As we 
go thru Warsaw and Columbia City lets treat these as small urban interstates versus buying up 
farm land.  I also suggest looking at alternatives that allow for the incremental 
implementation of limited access instead of investments in alternative intersections like J 
turns that have significant costs and will be removed when limited access comes.  Instead, at 
rural locations build a parallel overpass that maintains the existing intersection and connects 
to the existing road at the touchdown point.  Existing intersection maintained as right in right 
out and provide acceleration and deceleration lanes.  Limited access with less right of way. Or 
put overpasses with right in right out at adjoining intersection nearby. This could allow for 
locations where you could limit the need for a take of an establish home or business. 

5.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

We have attended meetings in Warsaw where the consensus was to keep U.S. 30 in its 
current location.  Add required interchanges and make it a limited access highway.  
Businesses do not want to relocate to a different location, leaving empty stores behind.  
Homeowners do no want their homes impacted.  Farmers know that paving over prime 
farmland and woodland is a grave loss for farmers, consumers, and will impact further 
Climate Change. Yes, more frontage roads would need to be built for access, (which should 
have been done when these businesses first came to 4 lane 30), but that is still preferable to 
abandoning the current location at the cost of paving new wide areas.  Broken up farms 
cannot be replaced.  Suburban communities cannot be replaced either.  This has been 
discussed and agreed upon in Warsaw meetings about this situation. 
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6.  Overall US 30 Corridor I suggest you build over the current US 30 to add turn lanes and the freeway We have so 
much wildlife and nature areas near Chapman Lake. It would do more harm to the wildlife 
with expanding north. US the current US 30 roadways to expand and improve upon. 

7.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Safety 

I have 2 ideas to improve traffic flow and safety, especially in the Columbia City (Whitley 
county) intersections at Hwy 9 and 109. Would it be feasible to make those two intersections 
a roundabout? I know the area required may exceed whats available, but if possible this 
would greatly improve traffic flow and safety. As a former Columbia city resident, I watched 
weekly semi-trailers and other vehicles run red lights at those intersections.  Also,  a 
pedestrian bridge between highway 9 and 109 would allow access to shopping on the 
Northside of Hwy 30 for those who need to walk or cross with a bicycle.  Thanks 

8.  Overall US 30 Corridor I can only speak for my community, Warsaw Indiana.  No doubt, the truck traffic on US 30 is 
rediculous and something needs to be done.  They don't want to pay the fees on the toll 
roads so they meander down to US 30 from Fort Wayne to Valparaiso.  The best scenerio for 
Warsaw would be to utilize the existing US 30 corridor and utilize the over and under 
approach much like in Westfield/Carmel's Keystone PKWY.  Another model to look at would 
be San Antonio TX.   I cant speak for the other communities but bypassing Warsaw north or 
south again would completely outrageous.  Our community is already knotted up with 3 lakes 
and 2 train lines with very few viaducts.  Our county has a major increase in train traffic due 
to Louis Dreyfus Commodities in Claypool and an Ethanol plant in Milford Indiana.  Trains are 
a major problem with north/south train traffic and lack of viaducts.  One single train that 
stops causes havoc on the south side of Warsaw and at various times trains stop and block 
roads for hours.  A southern bypass would create even more chaos.  Emergency teams are 
also effected by the north/south trains.   Warsaw also has a strong Orthopedic prescence and 
I have to believe quick access to a highway would also be a reason to keep the existing route. 

9.  Economic Development, 
Safety 

I truly believe US 30 needs a thru traffic option for truckers, traveling, etc. The series of lights 
in Columbia City have caused more accidents than any other area I travel on including Fort 
Wayne. I think a lot of this is due to how much travel time it costs you if you hit the red lights 
vs making it through most of them. This causes people to take risks. There also isn’t any 
rumble strips at US30 and IN-205 where I think there definitely should be. It’s the first light 
that really slows you down coming into the city, especially if you make it through the light by 
Paige’s Crossing. I’ve watched multiple trucks blow through that light. Right by a hospital 
safety needs to be of highest importance. 

10.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Mobility, Safety 

I live next to Us 30 east. I believe one major problem is Semi traffic. We all should know that a 
semi cannot stop on a dime. What needs to be looked at is limiting the number of exits, 
entrance, and crossing that are Available to us 30. Also the speed at which semis and traffic 
travel down the road is insane. Traffic can easily reach 70+ mph, at the speeds red lights are 
bound to be ran. There needs to be a way to warn or prevent red lights being ran.   Columbia 
city is separated by 30 there needs to be a pedestrian bridge linking both sides of town so 
people do not have to cross 30 on foot.   On top it all My house backs to 30 having a 70-80 
mph interstate there would really drive down the market from the sound. Having sound 
proofing would be a excellent thing to address . 

11.  Mobility Please don’t make intersections like the one at 500 e and 30 
12.  Economic Development, 

Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

I have commuted this stretch of 30 for quite a long time now, and the stretch from Warsaw to 
Fort Wayne is by far the most treacherous. I see truckers blow through the stop lights on a 
DAILY basis. I've almost been hit several times and my wife was hit on May 10, 2019 and our 
SUV was totaled. It's just too congested in the mornings and the evenings before and after 
work in Warsaw. Most of my colleagues commute to either Valparaiso or Fort Wayne (most 
to Fort Wayne). Many, including myself refuse to take 30 and end up taking back roads along 
with an increasing number of other drivers. The back roads are now getting congested as well. 
THAT is how bad is is becoming. I would strongly urge any committee that is looking into this 
to consider the East 30 project a priority. I'm sure the police data is far more active in that 
stretch as well, as I see people pulled over for speeding on a regular basis as folks travel 70-
80mph on their way to work and then back home to Fort Wayne. 

13.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Down the middle of the median, put a overhead road, only accessible from a couple of 
options. 
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14.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

We need longer turn lanes. Both the inner turn lane that goes with the light. Also the outer 
turn lanes that were part of the shoulder of the road. Especially at us30 turning onto 9 and 30 
turning on to 109. Some days you must wait for three lights or more to reach the point where 
the  shoulder becomes the turn lane. 

15.  Economic Development, 
Safety 

I am a firefighter for the City of Columbia city. Also a lifelong resident of Whitley county. This 
month marks 20 years with the department. I have witnessed a lot of tragedy along US 30. I 
support any improvement when it comes to safety. I also have a deep rooted interest in 
maintaining the integrity in the growth of the community I intend to raise my children in. It 
makes me happy that voices are being heard when it comes to decisions being made about 
the future of US 30. I have reviewed many of the preliminary documents of proposal, I feel we 
are heading in the right direction with fluid travel through our County and City. This project is 
needed, and wanted by this community. The data that has been collected is trending in a 
scary direction, traffic has continued to increase  and naturally the opportunity for a mistake 
to be made will increase as well. Thank you for listening! 

16.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

I travel this route daily, and the area around Columbia City unnecessarily hinders the flow of 
traffic and makes it more dangerous as a driver.  The various stop signs in no way encourages 
me to stop at those local businesses, and I believe is a disservice to them (based upon their 
location).  As many interstates have shown, creating a constant flow of traffic with an off-
ramp to business helps the drivers, businesses and local communities.  This has been a 
problem for years, and I hope some serious thought and consideration is given into how these 
bottlenecks strain the flow of business across this corridor. 

17.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe the highway should be upgraded to the level of U.S. Hwy. 31, with additional right-
of-way being acquired for exit/entrance ramps at certain intersections with the highway 
having limited access. The right-of-way, existing 4 lane highway, and drainage structures and 
improvements are already in place. 

18.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Anything we can do to prevent traffic deaths is necessary. Overpasses, on & off ramps, etc. 
 

19.  Overall US 30 Corridor My idea for the U.S. 30 corridor project require a visual explanation. How or where can I show 
my idea to someone. I think this would be a good start to a discussion. It would solve the 
heavy traffic and not kill the commerce along U.S. 30 as it goes through Columbia City. Jay 
Hilgenberg 365 E. Morsches road Driinc@mac.com 260 691 8903 

20.  Overall US 30 Corridor My idea for the U.S. 30 corridor project require a visual explanation. How or where can I show 
my idea to someone. I think this would be a good start to a discussion. It would solve the 
heavy traffic and not kill the commerce along U.S. 30 as it goes through Columbia City. Jay 
Hilgenberg 365 E. Morsches road Driinc@mac.com 260 691 8903 

21.  Overall US 30 Corridor My idea for the U.S. 30 corridor project require a visual explanation. How or where can I show 
my idea to someone. I think this would be a good start to a discussion. It would solve the 
heavy traffic and not kill the commerce along U.S. 30 as it goes through Columbia City. Jay 
Hilgenberg 365 E. Morsches road Driinc@mac.com 260 691 8903 

22.  Overall US 30 Corridor My idea for the U.S. 30 corridor project require a visual explanation. How or where can I show 
my idea to someone. I think this would be a good start to a discussion. It would solve the 
heavy traffic and not kill the commerce along U.S. 30 as it goes through Columbia City. Jay 
Hilgenberg 365 E. Morsches road Driinc@mac.com 260 691 8903 

23.  Overall US 30 Corridor My wife and I use US30 east and west to visit our children in Akron, OH and in Chicago, IL 
several time per year. In our opinion, you should consider US30 from the state line to I75 as a 
model. US30 is well maintained with several rest areas. The Mansfield area is a mess but 
something huge is going on there. The OH section has a number of efficient overpasses 
(cloverleafs) with on and off ramps at major intersections and a by-pass around Upper 
Sandusky, OH.    IN has several well designed overpasses but not enough. Off the top of my 
head, US30/31, US30/IN15 are good examples. As a major contrast, most cloverleafs in OH 
are in rural areas with plenty of room. Unfortunately, IN has allowed commercial and 
residential development close to major intersections: US30/IN9, US30/IN109, the entire east 
side of Warsaw to IN15 and Plymouth, IN to name a few. US30 is not unique in IN in this 
regard. I69/I465 is certainly a financial and logistic nightmare for IN-DOT.   So, US30 state line 
to Mansfield is a great road that seems to handle commercial and personal traffic well. 
Commercial access should be possible in Columbia City, IN.  There is enough North-south 
traffic to counter-balance East-west commercial complaints. A by-pass around the north side 
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may be feasible, too. Warsaw's east side is stuffed with a jumble of low-end store with empty 
parking lots on the south side to offer room for some sort of solution to access to E Center 
Street, a major access to downtown Warsaw.   Funding? IN is well known for always being in 
the black. It's because IN is not spending on important infrastructure projects. 

24.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Overall US 
30 Corridor 

I am not in support of a bi pass around Columbia City.  I think the US 30 corridor could be 
made safer by decreasing the number of stop lights through Columbia City through over 
passes, underpasses or interchanges.  I feel like this would also allow for businesses to still 
have sufficient traffic from the highway to continue to grow their business.  A bi pass around 
Columbia City would hurt the local economy.  It could also be disruptive to the agriculture 
land surrounding Columbia City.  From an environmental standpoint a bypass could mean that 
trees, meadows and naturalized areas would be destroyed.  Making a bi pass around 
Columbia City would not help the community at all.  It would reduce economical activity and 
potential, have a negative impact on naturalized areas in the county, and reduce current 
agricultural lands.  Other than a bi pass or adding interchanges/overpasses, what are other 
proposed plans?  What land will potentially be impacted specifically in Whitley County. 

25.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Upgrading U.S. 30 to freeway standard through northern Indiana would be nothing short of 
wasteful and backwards. How many billions of taxpayer dollars have been spent on road 
"improvements" that fail to improve much at all? Rather than pushing us further from our 
environmental, economic, and community goals with a freeway, INDOT must consider other 
solutions, like rail. The former Pennsylvania Railroad line that U.S. 30 parallels presents the 
most realistic opportunity to meet the capacity, environmental, and economic demands of 
northern Indiana. Only nine curves exist on the line between Fort Wayne and the current 
Amtrak station in Whiting, which would enable faster services than any freeway ever will. 
Many of the original double-track compatible bridges remain; the station buildings in 
Plymouth, Warsaw, and Fort Wayne still stand. And, of course, rail is much safer and more 
environmentally-friendly than any road. Don't forget, studies have already shown that the 
return of rail along this corridor between Chicago and Columbus could generate some $7 
billion, if not more, in economic growth. If we wish to propel our communities, region, and 
state forward toward a successful future, INDOT must do its part and invest in rail corridors 
like these. 

26.  Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

We live a mile off of 30 to the north.  The housing areas experience so much traffic noise.  
Especially Jake Braking of trucks.  Signs prohibiting truckers from using a braking method that 
is very loud along the highway at signals would help.  There seems to be increasing truck 
traffic avoiding the high tolls on the toll road.  We will be at the meetings. 

27.  Economic Development, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

I support using the current route and then building frontage roads with on / off ramps at SR15 
,Parker street and center street/ old 30, and silveus crossing. 

28.  Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

We don't NOT want the proposed Northern route of 30 on the Northeast side of Warsaw. This 
would bring environmental damage, noise and light pollution as well as other unrealized 
damming effects to our wonderful lakes area. Keep the same route please. Can you tell me 
how seriously you are taking the Northern route as proposed by the Mayor of Warsaw? Thank 
you. Now that I have clicked through the other sections, your scale of "support" for this 
project is very misleading...what am I leading my support too? The Northern route? Keeping it 
the same route? I would suggest amending how you ask the sliding scale question. 

29.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

primary concerns: 1. Unimpeded commerce on US30 2. Unimpeded rural/agricultural 
commerce 3. Interstate crossing safety 4. Economic stability   1. If we can reduce interference 
with US30 by local traffic, our commercial transit between cities can be sped up.  Presently 
the route is inefficient and slow. Proposed goal is to increase the speed limits on US30 to 
70mph and remove all traffic stops along the entire route. 2. If we can eliminate interference 
between local commerce and interstate commerce, both can operate more efficiently.  
Agricultural and local commerce should not be impeded but should become more efficient.   
Proposed goal is to eliminate interference of local and interstate commercial transit by 
allowing unimpeded flow of local traffic across US30 by use of underpasses for local traffic 
which accommodates agricultural and freight vehicles and equipment. 3. Local and interstate 
traffic interference has become a well known problem as traffic increases in the area.  Our 
neighbors are being killed of their own neglect and hurry to join from local roadways into the 
interstate or to cross the interstate.  They’ve also been killed by neglectful and hurried 
commercial traffic which fails to comply with traffic signals.  It’s become dangerous to 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 115 

operate a vehicle on the US30 corridor. Proposed goal: to see all intersections with US30 
made to have on/off lanes with over/underpass crossings.  4. Isolating local economies and 
Realestate from the primary transit artery can be detrimental to the local economy and 
wealth of the area.  Special care should be taken to ensure on/off access to US30 on either 
side of ALL local municipalities and at the heart of the municipalities. We want interstate 
traffic encouraged to make stops in our municipalities to spend on our economies. We want 
interstate traffic accessible for our industries to move goods readily.  We want our Realestate 
values to remain or improve.  We want our existing infrastructure to be relevant as opposed 
to moving infrastructure to the interstate, abandoning existing capital projects and 
investments.  See suggestions above as they support these same goals. 

30.  Safety On 30 heading east, it would be extremely helpful to have a right turn lane onto W Lincoln 
Way just outside of Columbia City. There have been a number of close calls with both my 
husband and myself where we need to turn onto W Lincoln Way when traffic behind us is still 
going at highway speed. 

31.  Overall US 30 Corridor What happens to my home that currently is on us 30 with my driveway located on us 30? 
32.  Safety, Overall US 30 

Corridor 
Upgrading US 30 East to interstate conditions is vitally important. The current structure of US 
30 is dangerous, with crossroad, train crossings, large industries with semi-trailer slowdown 
due to lack of sufficient entry/exit ramps, and stop lights that increase frustration (and 
speeding) when 'out of the town' when using Hwy 30 to travel on longer trips such as Chicago 
or Columbus, OH. 

33.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Please upgrade Hwy 30 to an interstate thoroughfare, with proper entry/exit ramps, no stop 
lights, no train crossings, and a unified speed limit where possible. The current structure of 
Hwy 30 is dangerous as large trucks are often operating at slower speeds to to entry/exit 
matters, 

34.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

US 30 is a death trap.  Too many semi trucks speeding as if they were on the interstate. Traffic 
is too dense and there are too many traffic lights to keep it all moving. 

35.  Safety I would like to see US 30 be converted to a limited access highway in Warsaw OR have a 
bypass SOUTH of Warsaw, there are less major lakes that direction and less in town traffic 
overall.  If a state road 15 bypass could be incorporated into the same roadway it would really 
help lessen through town traffic in the downtown area. 

36.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety 

The purposed northern route comes way to close to a large natural body of water, Chapman  
Lake. Along with the fact that the highway would come very close to the major bird and wild 
life area of the lake. When IDEM is attempting to reduce the septic pollution by forcing 
everyone to go on a sewer system, the highway will be invasive to the lakes ECO system. Why 
destroy it? 

37.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

I do understand that these comments are a contradiction to the "US 30 Coalition" desires, the 
following is, to my experience, a long term solution to the US30 traffic problems that affect all 
communities along the corridor.  For us in between the Toll Road (80/90) and the improved 
US24 corridor state width, US 30 is our "interstate".  Truck traffic is at an all time high, causing 
safety issues for the commuters and local traffic.  The Highway system needs to be upgraded 
to handle the truck traffic and make it flow more quickly and safely by diverting the through 
traffic along a new corridor.  Look to Ohio and how that DOT improved US30 traffic flow 
without compromising the communities in its path.  The through traffic is taking around the 
population center, leaving the "old US30" to be the local traffic patterns, effectively 
separating the two types of traffic.  To the north of US30 in Kosciusko County is fraught with 
problems with glacial formed lakes and the ever increasing population shift to the north in the 
county.  To the south, we have gentler rolling terrain and more open space to build a new 
right of way around Warsaw and still be able to effectively tie into the US30 that was built in 
the early 1970's.  This route, while not only safer travel across this region, would better serve 
the southern communities in Kosciusko County as they have sewer capacities to 
accommodate more industry and put that population to work without having to travel longer 
distances.  America runs on getting product to the populace.  Our federal highway system 
should keep this a priority and let the state highways handle the lesser regional traffic and 
commuting populace.  South Route Pros: 1.  new highways built to need, but also 
accommodate future growth. 2.  Less cost and time to build new rather than tear up and 
replace with upgraded road beds. 3.  Less disruption of communities and businesses by 
moving construction away from population centers 4.  Through traffic, especially freight, 
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being moved more efficiently and with less cost. 5.  Safety, safety, safety.  Separating the 
trucks and fast traffic from the locals trying to get to the grocery store.  Cons: 1.  Land 
acquisition, mainly farm land and splitting farms 2.  community leaders fear of losing the 
passing traffic frequenting local businesses  Washes: 1.  Engineering costs.  Does it cost more 
to reengineer an existing road or to build a new one. 

38.  Overall US 30 Corridor Just curious if there will be a public meeting to discuss progress on the planning. 
39.  Economic Development I have land that is in this area. 1865 S 400 E. Columbia city. How much of the property may be 

effected. 
40.  Environmental Warsaw is a laborynth of roads and streets. We have a main thouroghfair in Center street 

which has a railroad crossing which means that the flow of traffic can be shut down. It is very 
timely to find a way around this if a train is present. People often circomvent this by taking US 
30 starting at 150 W (silveous Crossing) to access and then travel east. This section of US 30 is 
responsible for a lot of the area traffic. If this stretch becomes very limited with only a few 
access points this is going to conjest the twon route on Center street and may lead to more 
loss of life because of access or lack there of access in a timely fashion to get across town. 
Both hospitals are on the East side of town. This stretch of 30 if still used for the fast route 
would put more people at risk of crashes as it still would be VERY busy. Warsaw's design 
depends on using all of the current access points on 30 for the people in Warsaw, for local 
navigation and transportation.. If we are thinking of making a fast route on 30, then the 
official highway/freeway needs to go north or south and bypass Warsaw. Clogged arteries 
lead to death and if local traffic is forced to share the new freeway it will have negative 
impacts. The bypass around Kokomo is a supreme example of how it has improved the trip to 
Indianapolis by decreasing the drive time and yet the patrons of Kokomo still have the original 
road to use for local traffic. If our traffic whoes increase here in town, business and residents 
will leave. It is already a nightmare at times to travel. If people insist the current road is the 
only path, then shut down all access points that wouldn't be accessible for at least a month, 
not just a day or two so they can experience the impact when the traffic must reroute. People 
who do not drive in this town already have very poor transportation options and complicating 
the matter by using the current US 30 as a freeway with limited access will only deteriorate 
the quality of life. If you are serious about quality of life for the local folks as well as the 
commerce that wants to get to point a to B quickly, then explore the bypass option. If 
businesses recently built here, it has been no secret for years that a bypass was talked about 
and that was a choice. If you knock out Meijer it is a big contributer to our community which 
is another reason to leave the current 30 as just a local road and bypass us with a US 30 
Freeway. 

41.  Overall US 30 Corridor I dont know what the answer would be other than a bypass around warsaw and columbia 
city, but something needs to happen.  My wife and I travel that road alot.  My wife travels it 
daily.  Over the past 10 years the traffic, especially truck traffic,  has increased tremendously.  
While that is a good sign for the economy as a whole, it has brought with it more traffic 
accidents.  Some of which have been serious.  My wife and I have been in accidents on 30.  
Alot of the truck traffic that comes though our area could be better served taking the tole 
road, but that costs to much for the trucking companies.  When I drove for CRST that is what 
we were told anyway and had to avoid it.  Now enter Amazon that just put up a distribution 
center just a couple miles west of Fort Wayne and a few miles East of Columbia city the truck 
traffic i am sure will only increase more. 

42.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Please bypass Warsaw using a southern bypass route. This would eliminate congestion within 
the Warsaw city limits. 

43.  Environmental, Safety Concerns over safety ease of use and environment. Heavy Semi traffic on 30 is a safety 
concern for us.  I see them run red lights with out a warning honk or any attempt to slow their 
vehicle.  They also block visibility when trying to cross 30 if one is next to you at a light.  One 
instance a semi blocked my view of east bound traffic and another ran the red like going east 
bound.  This situation could have been lethal.  Another issue might be noise and other 
pollution from increased traffic.  Lastly, ease of crossing 30.  Many of us need to cross to go 
south towards Fort Wayne.  The ‘solution’ put in place off of 500 E near Coesse middle school 
has proven to be a hazard.  Cars become backed up into west bound traffic as they wait to 
merge across busy east bound traffic.  Especially in the mornings 
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44.  Economic Development, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

This project is much needed for safety and convenience.  I know the project is a huge 
undertaking and will be many years in the planning and completion.  The single biggest 
concern to local residence of Warsaw/Winona Lake is that infrastructure be the phase of the 
project.  Local residence must be able to get to their places of work and businesses so 
frontage roads and local streets are extremely important and should be done before work on 
US 30. 

45.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Heavy truck loads should be carried on freight rail trains, not via truck on US 30.  Put heavy 
freight loads on freight trains, not on our highway.  Semis break up the road surface and are a 
serious danger to passenger cars. 
 

46.  Overall US 30 Corridor Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the ProPEL US 30 East project. I have lived in 
Whitley county most of my life and was present when the 4-lane expansion of US 30 was 
dedicated by then Gov. Matthew Welsh in the early 1960s. The most egregious omission that 
occurred then was the opposition by local county authorities to erecting overpasses for SR9 
and SR109 on US 30 in Columbia City. Had that been done, we would not have the traffic 
chaos that exists today. If there were some way to engineer that today in the existing 
location, it would improve traffic flow immensely. Other than that, Whitley county in the 
ensuing years has seen a major growth of business along the US30 corridor from county road 
800E to Wolf Road west. What was once a limited access highway now is not. The other 
solution I see is to find a new route for US30 around the current corridor of the 
aforementioned access roads. It will reduce the increase in commercial truck traffic and the 
frequent accidents. I'm certain I'm not the only one aware of the political and practical 
obstacles any plan will create. Thank you 

47.  Overall US 30 Corridor Hello,  My business address is 3062 E US HWY 30 Warsaw In.  I'm curious to know the impact 
on businesses like mine with a proposed bypass around Warsaw.  I'm also concerned of the 
value of my property.  What is the feedback from a city like Kokomo where something like 
this has happened?  Plenty other examples around the state to find answers.  I understand 
most travelers are trying to avoid the stop lights from Fort Wayne to Chicago, hopefully not at 
an economic expense to cities like Columbia City, Warsaw, and Plymouth.  I would like to see 
real evidence, if the results are positive then I would support it. 

48.  Economic Development, 
Safety 

Good afternoon, I live in Warsaw where US30 is probably the slowest and most congested 
area (us and Columbia City) there have been many deaths especially the last light out of town 
going West (Silveus Road). I hope this project takes root. The logistics are going to be hard 
because there isnt a good way to go north or south of US30, maybe make it limited access 
and do more with frontage roads along US30. 

49.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

An alternate must be found to increasing traffic on 30 without increasing safety and, in fact, 
rendering it less safe for motorists. As of right now, businesses (Amazon, SDI, truck stops, and 
all the business that have sprung up around 30) are allowed to proliferate in rural and 
residential access areas. Increasing the size of the highway to superhighway status, without 
redirecting it away from local populations, sacrifices individuals lives for the sake of corporate 
profit. Huge off-ramps at as-yet undesignated intersections will force those same individuals 
to live like trolls under a bridge once they are constructed -- again, for the benefit of large 
commercial interests and not the Hoosiers who work for them. The opportunity exists to 
create a plan that doesn't sacrifice either party's interests and keeps ordinary Hoosiers safe 
from semis that pull out into local and highway traffic at will and slam into families. This is 
accomplished by intentionally creating new roadways away from local access points and 
increasing monitoring of both the large trucks that cause injury as well as the corporations 
who hire/own them and value profit over human life. Specifically, the intersection at 800 and 
30 in Allen County is already deadly due to the encouragement of  business and truck traffic 
at the expense of local residents. Trucks pull out of SDI onto 800 and turn into SDI off of 30 
without regard to civilian traffic. Other semis fly past, without regard to local traffic or traffic 
signals, on their way to Amazon at Flaugh Road, Sweetwater, and access points to 69 and 
other roads. Many people have died at this intersection. Expanding it to encourage more 
trucks to both enter/exit, as well as continue down 800 past numerous subdivisions (and 
through the tiny town of Dunfee) is a recipe for disaster. If the intent is to create a super 
highway to benefit the state, then do so in a manner that benefits all Hoosiers and not just 
large corporations. Create an exit for SDI (and for Amazon and other similarly situated 
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corporate entities) that bypasses local traffic patterns and forces the semis that benefit those 
businesses to only access the roads they should be required to pay for into their own 
premises. Mixing those traffic patterns with residential and local business traffic has never 
worked. Increasing it to benefit those corporations at the expense of human life is 
unconscionable. Any improvements to 30 should take everyday Hoosiers' lives into 
consideration. Redirect the super highway portion of the roadway, and related exits, north, 
away from the subdivisions, and require corporations to construct and maintain the feeder 
exits and roads that benefit only them. 

50.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

US 30 east section  General:  1. I believe US 30 should be limited-access, or at least traffic-
signal free, between Valpo and Ft. Wayne.  We need interchanges at some intersections 
where there are currently three-color traffic signals.  This is consistent with much of US 30 in 
Ohio. 2. Not every intersection which currently has a three-color traffic signal may be able to 
have an interchange (current at-grade intersections in Warsaw and Columbia City come to 
mind).  How will that be handled? 3. Do any of the current interchanges (at SR 15 and at US 
33) need upgrading?     4. Would diverging diamond interchanges, single-point interchanges, 
or interchanges with roundabouts (or dog bone roundabouts, like in Carmel) be considered? 
5. How will access to local communities and businesses be addressed?    Allen County:  6. Will 
the rest area east of Leesburg Rd. in Allen County be open after construction is complete? 

51.  Safety I am an owner of a trucking company based in Fort Wayne, IN.  The company name is JAT of 
Ft. Wayne, Inc.  We have been in business for almost 50 years and operate primarily in the NE 
& NW Indiana region.  Throughout our history, a disproportionate number of our higher 
severity accidents have been along the US 30 corridor.  We have been involved with Conexus 
attempting to push efforts to turn the corridor into more of an "interstate" model with less 
lights and crossroads where these accidents typically occur.  Because of the massive amount 
of truck traffic that utilizes this corridor, the likelihood of accidents involving large trucks is 
statistically significant.  When large trucks are involved in such accidents, the severity of those 
accidents increases exponentially.  I believe it is in everyone's best interest (both the 
motoring public as well as motor carriers) to make every effort to transform this corridor into 
more of an "interestate" model with limited access via exits.  I have never seen the actual 
data, but would conjure a guess that US 30 is likely one of the more high frequency and lethal 
highways that we have in the state as it relates to accidents.  If you have data like that on 
individual stretches of roads, I would appreciate if you could pass that along to me.  Thank 
you for considering my comments. 

52.  Mobility, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

US 30 should be 4 lane and free from traffic lights from the Ohio border to I-65.  Near 
communities, it should be limited access, with interchange only access and egress.  I strongly 
encourage Indiana Dept. of Transportation to take a drive on US 30 in the state of Ohio which 
goes from the Indiana-Ohio border to east of Canton without ONE traffic light, following this 
plan of interstate quality, limited-access highway surrounding cities with limited cross roads 
with lengthened entrance and exit lanes for necessary cross roads.  It is a delight to drive this 
highway in Ohio.  It is a nightmare in Indiana.  Let's face it- when you have to restrict trucks 
and semis to the right hand lanes  such as in Columbia City, Warsaw, and Plymouth, you have 
a severe failure in highway design.  Indiana spends money to upgrade highways but does not 
design them to be limited access and repeatedly the highways have to be rebuilt because 
business and commerce migrates to the new highways, necessitating the instillation of new 
traffic lights which completely defeats the purpose the new highway was built for.  This has 
happened with the circum-urban in Ft Wayne decades ago, US 30 when it was upgraded to 4 
lanes, US 31 at multiple sites, Indiana 49 north of Valparaiso, etc, etc.  The situation with US 
30, especially in Warsaw, is a travesty and this highway should have the highest priority for 
upgrades, particularly with increased truck traffic that will be coming from the new Amazon 
faciliy in Fort Wayne.  I personally would be glad to donate my time and car and fuel to drive 
any Indiana Dept of Transportation employees on US 30 in Ohio to demonstrate how this 
could and should be done.  As a lifelong Indiana resident, I think we could learn a thing or two 
from people who have already designed a better mousetrap. 

53.  Overall US 30 Corridor Please use existing corridor where possible. Deviations north or south are unacceptable. 
54.  Overall US 30 Corridor The center of U.S. 30 is drainage and whatever else. I a 3-4 mile elevated 1 or 2 lane overpass 

right down the middle would allow for all traffic wanting to bypass Columbia City. An on-ramp 
using the outside lane, and a short third lower lane added to the middle to allow traffic to 
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merge back onto the highway. The overpass would start east of Parkview hospital and extend 
past Columbia City. Land acquisition is minimal. Allows all existing intersection to remain. 
Does not require any businesses to move or close. Minimal disruption to existing 
infrastructure, and life around town. 

55.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Please be sure to include bike and pedestrian infrastructure in the planning and studies. Right 
now US 30 and State Road 15 are major barriers for allowing people in Warsaw to walk or 
bike safely not just for recreation, but for transportation as well. Now is the time to rectify 
and remedy this hurdle so our communities can actually be connected. Be willing to work 
with the local advocacy groups and city/town officials to understand local and regional 
desires, goals, and challenges that this project can help proactively solve. 

56.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Safety 

While working on this project, I think it is absolutely vital that US 30 through Warsaw be a 
route for vehicles to travel through the area, rather than a route that traffic in Warsaw should 
be using. Therefore, it needs to look more like a highway with on/off ramps rather than 
having lights/intersections and businesses along it. This should be coupled with safe travel 
across US 30 for local traffic, especially for bikes and pedestrians. There needs to be a 
pedestrian/bike tunnel under US 30 to connect the KCH & YMCA sites. A bridge is not the 
solution, as it would be extremely difficult for those with low mobility to cross. Tunnels are 
better as bikes can get the speed going down to come up out of it, and the travel distance for 
pedestrians is significantly less than with a bridge, which would double the distance by having 
to go up & down. Most of the infrastructure for bike commuting is already in place on either 
side of US 30, and connecting these two sides of US 30 will finally connect north and south 
Warsaw together, as US 30 has divided the community for some time. This will help alleviate 
car traffic and promote economic development. 

57.  Bike and Pedestrian A resident of Warsaw, In and an avid cyclist there is no safe way for residents to cross US 30 
safely on foot or bike. I would like to see a tunnel or cross over. I feel near the YMCA would be 
a good location. 

58.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

US 30 should be converted into a freeway. There are too many accidents and traffic is huge 
problem. To increase business and reduce accidents US 30 should be freeway. 
 

59.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Mobility, Safety 

Hello, I have spent months talking with hundreds of neighbors regarding the concerning 
Warsaw City proposal to close access to US-30 at Parker Street into the Menards Business 
Complex.  Many people recall past proposals over the years for properly fixing this Warsaw 
traffic issue, including a cloverleaf intersection, etc.  Hundreds of residents have been 
generally shocked that just closing this intersection to US-30 traffic had even been considered 
by the Warsaw City Counsel, yet alone the direction presented to INDOT this summer.  We 
agree that there is a need for a better way to access Parkview, now that it is expanding to a 
full service hospital.  However, the lack of preplanning cannot be at the devastation of a large 
number of residential neighborhoods.  We have ~300 signatures on a Change.org site 
https://chng.it/4CZ8SsXJvc asking INDOT to please keep US-30 access open to the Menard’s 
Complex at Parker Street. The amount to traffic (including a large number of semi-trailer 
trucks supplying all the Menard Complex Businesses and private trucks loading supplies from 
Menards each morning for construction work, etc.) coming East and West on US-30 to this 
shopping center is staggering! On the Change.org site, you can see how US-30 car and semi 
traffic would travel through residential access roads for: Patterson Place, Timber Ridge, Paths 
of Deerfield, Lincoln Park, Redwoods, and numerous surrounding areas.  We simply cannot 
absorb all that highway traffic, and we ask that another intersection be closed instead of the 
Parker Street option, if one must be closed to make US-30 a more reduced access highway.  
For instance, if Center Street was closed to US-30, we would not even notice traffic that had 
to enter the Menards Complex and drive past our homes in order to access the Center Street 
businesses near Ruby Tuesdays and the Mayor’s Ophthalmology office.  Please consider any 
other option but to drive all the US-30 traffic coming from the east through our 
neighborhoods that are grossly under-developed to become an on- and off- ramp for this 
highway. We also already experience times of the day where residents wait a very long time 
to enter these access roads.    Lastly, we were not given notice for the INDOT Warsaw 
Meeting which was published on the Warsaw Facebook page at the time the meeting started.  
Would you please consider setting up another Warsaw Meeting in the evening so the 
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community could participate?  There are many people who do not feel heard in anyway due 
to being promised notice to meet with INDOT but not receiving that opportunity.  Our 
Change.org Asks: 1. Please review our Change.org site (https://chng.it/4CZ8SsXJvc) for more 
details.   We are requesting you leave US-30 open at Parker Street to the Menards Business 
Complex. 2. Please drive this route from Center Street to the Menard’s Complex yourself, 
imagining the detrimental impact of 1000s of cars and trailer trucks a day/week would have 
on the safety of our access roads that are surrounded by family residents. 3. Please consider 
any other way to meet your objectives that doesn’t turn our access roads into an actual on- 
and off- ramp for US-30. Thank you so much for your consideration and review of our 
change.org site. Cassidy Topel 

60.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Mobility, Safety 

Hello, I have spent months talking with hundreds of neighbors regarding the concerning 
Warsaw City proposal to close access to US-30 at Parker Street into the Menards Business 
Complex.  Many people recall past proposals over the years for properly fixing this Warsaw 
traffic issue, including a cloverleaf intersection, etc.  Hundreds of residents have been 
generally shocked that just closing this intersection to US-30 traffic had even been considered 
by the Warsaw City Counsel, yet alone the direction presented to INDOT this summer.  We 
agree that there is a need for a better way to access Parkview, now that it is expanding to a 
full service hospital.  However, the lack of preplanning cannot be at the devastation of a large 
number of residential neighborhoods.  We have ~300 signatures on a Change.org site 
https://chng.it/4CZ8SsXJvc asking INDOT to please keep US-30 access open to the Menard’s 
Complex at Parker Street. The amount to traffic (including a large number of semi-trailer 
trucks supplying all the Menard Complex Businesses and private trucks loading supplies from 
Menards each morning for construction work, etc.) coming East and West on US-30 to this 
shopping center is staggering! On the Change.org site, you can see how US-30 car and semi 
traffic would travel through residential access roads for: Patterson Place, Timber Ridge, Paths 
of Deerfield, Lincoln Park, Redwoods, and numerous surrounding areas.  We simply cannot 
absorb all that highway traffic, and we ask that another intersection be closed instead of the 
Parker Street option, if one must be closed to make US-30 a more reduced access highway.  
For instance, if Center Street was closed to US-30, we would not even notice traffic that had 
to enter the Menards Complex and drive past our homes in order to access the Center Street 
businesses near Ruby Tuesdays and the Mayor’s Ophthalmology office.  Please consider any 
other option but to drive all the US-30 traffic coming from the east through our 
neighborhoods that are grossly under-developed to become an on- and off- ramp for this 
highway. We also already experience times of the day where residents wait a very long time 
to enter these access roads.    Lastly, we were not given notice for the INDOT Warsaw 
Meeting which was published on the Warsaw Facebook page at the time the meeting started.  
Would you please consider setting up another Warsaw Meeting in the evening so the 
community could participate?  There are many people who do not feel heard in anyway due 
to being promised notice to meet with INDOT but not receiving that opportunity.  Our 
Change.org Asks: 1. Please review our Change.org site (https://chng.it/4CZ8SsXJvc) for more 
details.   We are requesting you leave US-30 open at Parker Street to the Menards Business 
Complex. 2. Please drive this route from Center Street to the Menard’s Complex yourself, 
imagining the detrimental impact of 1000s of cars and trailer trucks a day/week would have 
on the safety of our access roads that are surrounded by family residents. 3. Please consider 
any other way to meet your objectives that doesn’t turn our access roads into an actual on- 
and off- ramp for US-30. Thank you so much for your consideration and review of our 
change.org site. Cassidy Topel 

61.  Overall US 30 Corridor When is the next meeting open to the public? The city of Warsaw did not announce the 
October meeting till after it was already over so no one could come. Is there going to be a 
meeting in November? 

62.  Safety The proposal to close off Parker Street and force semi traffic to move through residential 
areas is the most insane and unsafe proposal. Maybe move your family to our area and see 
how you would like it. 

63.  Safety Please do not close access from 30 to Parker. We do not need traffic going thru 
neighborhoods. 

64.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The current intersection at Parker Street and US-30 in Warsaw allows direct access to the 
Menards shopping complex straight off of the highway.  One proposal for the future US 30 
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design has the intersection turned into an underpass, making it impossible to get off or on to 
US-30 from Parker Street. This concept could result in all semi-truck and out-of-town traffic to 
Menards, Martin’s, Aldi, Discount Tire, etc rerouting through various neighborhood access 
streets.  This will greatly increase traffic through many residential areas, including Patterson 
Place, Timber Ridge, Paths of Deerfield, Lincoln Park and others, as well as the areas around 
Harrison Elementary, Kuder Estates and North Pointe.  Parker street access to US-30 must 
remain open for the safety of our neighborhoods!   When there is any backup on 30 now, the 
amount of traffic that flows in front of our house on 175 E is greatly increased. My kids can't 
play outside in the front yard or driveway because people DO NOT obey the 30 mph speed 
limit on our road. We have times where the traffic is so bad that we can't back out of our 
driveway and have to drive through our front yard to get out. It's extremely dangerous. Please 
do not close the Parker access to 30! 

65.  Overall US 30 Corridor Closing that area of 30 would bring more traffic to residential areas including a school. This 
would be a dangerous situation. A semi truck hit a school bus on 30 very recently. 

66.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The U.S. 30 corridor could be well served around Warsaw IN, by using limited on and off 
ramps and one way frontage roads that interact with the crossing intersections. I travel a lot 
and have witnessed Texas doing similar methods where the one ways will also have non-stop 
u-turns that help move traffic when having to limit exits (to get you back to the intersection 
that didn't have an off-ramp. 

67.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Environmental, Safety 

The current intersection at Parker Street and US-30 allows direct access to the Menards 
shopping complex straight off of the highway.  One proposal for the future US 30 design has 
the intersection turned into an underpass, making it impossible to get off or on to US-30 from 
Parker Street. This concept could result in all semi-truck and out-of-town traffic to Menards, 
Martin’s, Aldi, Discount Tire, etc rerouting through various neighborhood access streets.  This 
will greatly increase traffic through many residential areas, including Patterson Place, Timber 
Ridge, Paths of Deerfield, Lincoln Park and others, as well as the areas around Harrison 
Elementary, Kuder Estates and North Pointe.  Parker street access to US-30 must remain open 
for the safety of our neighborhoods! 

68.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The current intersection at Parker Street and US-30 allows direct access to the Menards 
shopping complex straight off of the highway.  One proposal for the future US 30 design has 
the intersection turned into an underpass, making it impossible to get off or on to US-30 from 
Parker Street. This concept could result in all semi-truck and out-of-town traffic to Menards, 
Martin’s, Aldi, Discount Tire, etc rerouting through various neighborhood access streets.  This 
will greatly increase traffic through many residential areas, including Patterson Place, Timber 
Ridge, Paths of Deerfield, Lincoln Park and others, as well as the areas around Harrison 
Elementary, Kuder Estates and North Pointe.  Parker street access to US-30 must remain open 
for the safety of our neighborhoods! 

69.  Safety The US 30 corridor from Fort Wayne west until the "east"/"west" split is plagued by surface 
level intersections in urban regions. These necessitate traffic lights which severely disrupt and 
condense traffic flow on US 30. Because of this disruption these intersections are the site of 
constant, often fatal traffic collisions. I would request that any proposals for changes to US 30 
include measures to reduce the number of surface level intersections in developed areas. The 
highway doesn't have to go completely to limited access, but that should be prioritized in high 
volume intersections. 

70.  Safety Regarding Warsaw corridor:  take US 30 south route to remove semi and thru traffic. Right 
now in Warsaw we need more and better access roads.Need that now! Not in favor of 
interchanges and overpasses. That brings traffic into existing neighborhoods and dessimates 
current businesses. 

71.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

Please explain in detail the proposed plan for the intersection of US 30 East and Old Road 30 
East.  I have been told that Old Road 30 East would be rerouted from that intersection on to 
the current Kosciusko Drive and Center Street.  Wouldn't an overpass be a more logical 
solution? 

72.  Environmental, Safety Thank you for coming to Warsaw today. It was interesting to see so many people invested. I 
would like to mention a couple items. One: my preference as a farm owner is to avoid any 
bypass options removing farmland. Two: please consider the large great blue heron rookery 
that is found all along the Tippecanoe River each summer. Three: there was lots of concern 
over Parker St..but I think the answer would be to keep Parker St as an underpass/overpass 
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and make an interchange at the next west light which would tie in both hospitals and an 
access road would be more easily possible. 

73.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Attending the "meeting" today at the the Warsaw Public Library, I was told there will be an 
upcoming meeting in December in Warsaw.  Please inform as to the date, time, and location 
of this meeting.  People need to be able to hold that date on their calendars.   We need 
assurances that you are indeed listening.  Several meetings have already been held in the 
town of Warsaw with agreement reached that we need to make US 30 through Warsaw 
limited access in the existing space it occupies.  We need to realize our farmland, classified 
forests, and communities are irreplaceable.   We do not want yet more relocation and 
accompanying abandonment of businesses along Old Road 30, current 30, and any possible 
relocation of 30.  Why do your INDOT representatives seem unaware of the community work 
already completed on this issue?   I currently avoid U.S. 30 by using any other route than 30 
around Warsaw, even if I go miles out of my way.  When trucks ignore as a matter of course, 
stoplights, using 30 is life threatening.  Some businesses require crossing or using 30 to reach 
them.  For example, I will not go to Meijer, because I have found no route other than 30.  I 
continue to look for alternatives.  Access roads or frontage roads, along with overpasses and 
interchanges will help immensely.  Why does your information claim the Billions allocated are 
from Gov Holcomb?  The infrastructure bill passed by Congress and signed by Biden had not 
one Republican on board.  Let's begin with honesty in order to build community trust. 

74.  Environmental, Safety I am a farm owner on the south side of Warsaw.  Everybody in our area wants 30 to stay in its 
current corridor.  Making it limited access is very possible and desirable in the existing 
corridor. 

75.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Add sidewalks and/or bike paths to parts of US 30 that cross through towns (Ideally they 
really shouldn’t cross towns) 
 

76.  Overall US 30 Corridor Can you provide a map of where the north route would be?  How close the Chapman lake 
would it be?  Are any churches, businesses, and homes are on the route?  Also, we are a 
residential lake. Can you have meetings for working people. Thank you 

77.  Economic Development, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The US 30 project is close to many citizens hearts. Many of us have lost dear loved ones due 
to the horrific stop light idea to manage heavy traffic flow.  I am still stunned. PLEASE do you 
very best to influence the governor to declare Emergency status after the near miss with 
hockey team accident in Warsaw. The road is now a death trap. INDOT just put up another 
death stop light at Flaugh Rd where 100s of heavy semi trucks from Amazon will be in and out 
at all hours. Terrible. I know you have Fort Wayne's and Columbia City's back, get this project 
going NOW. Thank you for your service 

78.  Economic Development, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

The US 30 project is close to many citizens hearts. Many of us have lost dear loved ones due 
to the horrific stop light idea to manage heavy traffic flow.  I am still stunned. PLEASE do you 
very best to influence the governor to declare Emergency status after the near miss with 
hockey team accident in Warsaw. The road is now a death trap. INDOT just put up another 
death stop light at Flaugh Rd where 100s of heavy semi trucks from Amazon will be in and out 
at all hours. Terrible. I know you have Fort Wayne's and Columbia City's back, get this project 
going NOW. Thank you for your service 

79.  Safety US 30 is dangerous.  I drive it daily between the west side of Warsaw to east side of Fort 
Wayne with accidents and high speeds of traffic 

80.  Mobility, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Just fix the stop lights in Warsaw. I saw the farm ground and houses disappear when US31 got 
redone what a mess the shivley road Tyler road part of 31 is a joke. I lived through that no 
bedrock around there just muck ground leave 30 alone. 

81.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

I would like to have a better understanding of the planned interchanges along Highway 30 in 
Warsaw and the traffic flow near Highway 30 based on your plans.  At this time, I understand 
that there will be an interchange at Center St and Highway 30 and not one at Parker and 
Highway 30.  I live on 175 E and my concern is that traffic will exit at Center St and Highway 
30 and turn onto 175 E in order to get to the Menards shopping area.  This will create a 
tremendous traffic gridlock through the residential area that I live and make it dangerous for 
pedestrians as well.  Thank you for taking input from the residents impacted by the proposed 
changes. 

82.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe US 30 east of New Haven to the state line needs different study’s then West of Ft 
Wayne. 
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83.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe US 30 east of New Haven to the state line needs different study’s then West of Ft 
Wayne. 

84.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe US 30 east of New Haven to the state line needs different study’s then West of Ft 
Wayne. 

85.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe US 30 east of New Haven to the state line needs different study’s then West of Ft 
Wayne. 

86.  Overall US 30 Corridor I believe US 30 east of New Haven to the state line needs different study’s then West of Ft 
Wayne. 

87.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

I have been driving US 30 to Crown Pointe about twice a month.  US 30 east around Fort 
Wayne is less of a headache until I reach Warsaw. Then the next headache is Valparaiso all 
the way to Chicago.  If you are going to restrict traffic around Fort Wayne, you may think 
about Warsaw and your West corridor of US 30. 

88.  Safety Stahlhut and Hwy 30 intersection, if J turn is used Stahlhut rd will need widened at Hwy 30 
the guardrails on each side of Stahlhut are to close together for farm equipment to get 
through safely for example tractor with duals takes up both lanes traveling down Stahlhut Rd 
it was a dirt road the county chip and sealed it without making it wider 

89.  Overall US 30 Corridor Hi, Iâ€™m a business owner on us 30. Missed the public meeting this week. I own the 
marathon station in Columbia city. 545 w connexion way. At the light on the 30 going west. 
Iâ€™m concerned about my business and the value I’ve paid for it if and when this project is a 
go. Can I speak to someone 

90.  Overall US 30 Corridor Members of the Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association are interested in a collaborative 
conversation about how passenger rail can augment & propel growth in the route 30 corridor. 

91.  Overall US 30 Corridor I have been very involved on the community and political level on the changes to US 30 in 
Lake Township.  I would like to see a map of what INDOT is now proposing.  I wanted to 
attend the meeting yesterday 12/5, but was unable due to work obligations. 

92.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

The exorbitant cost of travel on I80/I90 is forcing many multi axle vehicles to use US 30. The 
turnpike charges over $72.00 for a 5 axle vehicle from east gate to west gate. All other east 
west routes with the exception of 30 across northern Indiana are 2 lane with multiple small 
towns. By reducing the cost on our northern toll road it will benefit 30 by less truck traffic. If 
that is not feasible, then have law enforcement get aggressive in enforcing traffic laws. Large 
vehicles are traveling to fast and running red lights in Columbia City. 

93.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Would love to see Indiana pull head in a completes streets infrastructure. Not just thinking of 
automobiles, but taking into count cycling, walking and running. Stuff that makes for a 
healthier community and healthier Indiana. Having infrastructure that provides a safe crossing 
well cycling or walking when crossing US 30. Warsaw and Winona Lake residents are forced to 
cross US 30 when traveling north by Bicycle. Cyclist from the north, or forced to cross US 30 
when coming into Winona Lake and Warsaw. Kosciusko county need safe passage over US 30. 

94.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

I suggest using the existing route with express lanes in the middle. and frontage roads on the 
sides for local access.  Similar to the I-35 construction thru Austin, TX 
 

95.  Economic Development, 
Safety 

I have 2 part feedback for the potential project; both is related to safety of the operating a 
vehicle on US 30 East. 1) I take US 30 from fort Wayne to Columbia city daily. Im thrilled 
Amazon has built a facility and offer more jobs to the community. My first concern lies the 
turn off lane from US 30 to the road that leads to their facility. It is very short vs the demand 
when shift change happens which is also when US 30 tends be one the busiest. It's almost as if 
it be best if US30 was 3 lanes for the area for .5 miles from Fort Wayne to Columbia City.   2) 
My second concern from my daily travels lies with the speed of the road. Daily I see 1-3 cops; 
but everyone refuses to do 60/65 and choose do 80. You have to do their speed or you get 
ran over. As much as I want to be a good citizen and safe. US 30 may be safer with 3 lanes 
from Fort Wayne (Seeetwater) to SDI. Not sure if that encourage others to be faster, but 
during high traffic time and semis choosing to do 80 vs 60 is a huge scare sometimes. 

96.  Environmental, Safety, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

I would like to see the US30 corridor stay generally speaking where it is, not bypassing local 
communities that have strong business around the highway.  Having said that, the local 
planning has been poor regarding crossing of US30 with several issues around Warsaw that I 
personally experience.  This is an opportunity to correct both the US30 flow as well as the 
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cross traffic, limiting further environmental impacts that a bypass would create, and 
supporting current local commerce. 

97.  Overall US 30 Corridor Whatever the final outcome(s) of the study is, our family would rather see improvements to 
the existing right-of-way and not acquisition of thousands of acres of productive farm ground 
for a new road.  We, as a country, are loosing too much productive farm land to development 
making it harder and harder for our farming friends and neighbors to make a living and 
provide all of us with the foodstuffs we need. 

98.  Overall US 30 Corridor I am submitting these comments on behalf of the Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association 
Subject: ProPel US#30 Talking Points from NIPRA  I.  The US #30 upgrade to a limited access 
highway planning effort should be combined with the proposed passenger rail line closely 
paralleling the US #30 highway between Fort Wayne and Valparaiso, Indiana.  II. INDOT is 
looking at pursuing three passenger rail corridors, one of which is the line from Chicago to 
Fort Wayne paralleling US #30.  III. Combining these two transportation projects will save 
funding and be a far better and more efficient planning effort for northern Indiana.  IV. The 
US #30 upgraded highway will be primarily for trucks hauling goods between the Chicago area 
and northern Indiana east to Fort Wayne.  It will loop population centers and clusters all 
across northern Indiana from Valparaiso to Fort Wayne serving warehouses and product 
distribution centers.  V.  The Northern Indiana Passenger Rail project will serve cities and 
towns across northern Indiana.  It will be a transportation option for residents from Fort 
Wayne and central Ohio west to Chicago.  This project will serve people and it will drive 
economic development in the center of each community with a scheduled stop for 
passengers.  VI.  Both of these projects will benefit the state of Indiana with the US #30 
upgrade primarily benefiting businesses and the adjacent passenger rail project serving the 
transportation needs of residents and communities across northern Indiana and promoting 
downtown economic development in each community.  VII. Significant federal funding is 
available for both the US #30 highway upgrade and for the Northern Indiana Passenger Rail 
project.  It just makes sense to combine these two important transportation projects to 
double the long-term economic impact benefit.  VIII. Additional funding for the Northern 
Indiana Passenger Rail project may well be secured from the state of Ohio as the line is 
proposed to run east of Fort Wayne to Columbus, Ohio and potentially on to Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  IX.  The Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association (NIPRA) urges INDOT to 
combine these two very important transportation projects for the benefit of business, 
communities and residents across northern Indiana and because it will significantly improve 
and upgrade the transportation infrastructure of the Hoosier state.  Fred Lanahan President 
Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Association (NIPRA) Fort Wayne, Indiana tel. 260-456-2590 

99.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Just a summary of some suggestions I have tried to make at past community meetings.  I have 
attended a One On One meeting at the Warsaw Library and also the last community update 
at the Lincoln School in Warsaw. My basic suggestion is to create at US 30 Corridor, similar to 
what is in Carmel, IN (US 31).  Something that would allow through traffic (trucks) on US 30 to 
have two or three lanes of roadway without any at-grade intersections.  There should be 
enough ROW to allow for exit/entrance lanes.  All interchanges would have the local traffic, 
such as at Parker St or Center St going over or under the through lanes. I live on the south end 
of Hoffman Lake.  Having safe access to US 30 at 700W, Hoffman Lake Road and 800W Roads 
is very important to our community, to Atwood, IN and the areas north and south of US 30.   
One suggestion was to remove "Atwood Hill" from US 30 from 650W to past 700W road.  Or, 
if we need the elevation to create an overpass that would allow 700W Rd to go under US 30, 
that might work too. I'm sure that there are other residential areas along the route that 
would like some relief from the noise to the truck traffic.  The area along US 30 from just east 
of 700W to 800W should be considered.   I think that is all I have. 

100.  Mobility, Safety The current intersection at Parker Street and US-30 allows direct access to the Menards 
shopping complex straight off of the highway.  One proposal for the future US 30 design has 
the intersection turned into an underpass, making it impossible to get off or on to US-30 from 
Parker Street. This concept could result in all semi-truck and out-of-town traffic to Menards, 
Martin’s, Aldi, Discount Tire, etc rerouting through various neighborhood access streets.  This 
will greatly increase traffic through many residential areas, including Patterson Place, Timber 
Ridge, Paths of Deerfield, Lincoln Park and others, as well as the areas around Harrison 
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Elementary, Kuder Estates and North Pointe.  Parker street access to US-30 must remain open 
for the safety of our neighborhoods! 

101.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Environmental 

We do not want to see any additional land used to move the highway from its existing route. 
Would like to see us 30 stay right where it is and create the overpasses or underpasses 
needed to make it safer. 

102.  Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Subject: Propel US30 East â€“ Safety Opportunities Dear Rusty Holt, I first learned from the 
Warsaw Times-Union newspaper articles about 3+ years ago that Mayor Thallemer wanted to 
create a team to improve safety on U.S. 30â€�. At the time, U.S.30 had been under 
construction for several years with updates to traffic signals and controls in process. I was 
frustrated because elements of design and control I was aware of that can significantly 
improve safety were not fully implemented. I learned much later that to improve safety on 
U.S. 30 was not reality the plan was to push for a new bypass road around Warsaw to the 
North or South. If you are serious about improving safety on U.S. 30, there are two types of 
factors involved: ï‚· Driver behavior â€“ control of other people’s actions is outside of our 
control with exception of education and better training ï‚· Design and Controls many elements 
of which are within INDOT control It is elements of Design and Controls that could make 
significant safety improvements relatively quickly rather than waiting decade(s) for 
completion of gathering Input, conducting Design Studies, solution selection(s), design, 
funding and construction completion of redesigned intersections or a new bypass. I learned of 
the following Safety Opportunities, Solutions and their validity over ~19 years of commuting 
on U.S.30 from my Warsaw home to my jobs in Ft. Wayne as well as discussions with CDL 
operators. For that reason I will present elements of Design and Controls first. 1. Safety 
Opportunity - Speed Kills and Speed Limits improperly set: The mantra Speed Kills repeated 
for decades by the Insurance Industry Lobby, Law Enforcement, many politicians and citizens 
who mistakenly believe this big lie. If speed killed, the country would be littered with dead 
airline pilots and passengers. My son recently exceeded 572 mph on a commercial flight and 
arrived safely as well as the flight Crew and all passengers. Speed does NOT kill, however 
difference in speed WILL KILL. Where does difference in speed occur? At intersections and 
with improperly set speed limits. The NMA (National Motorists Association) compiled a 
position statement based on scientific studies and evidence: ï‚· NMA Position on Speed Limits 
https://ww2.motorists.org/issues/speed-limits/position/ Speed limits should be based on 
sound traffic-engineering principles that consider responsible motorists actual travel speeds. 
Typically, this should result in speed limits set at the 85th percentile speed of free-flowing 
traffic (the speed at which 85 percent of traffic is traveling at or below).â€� NMA has created 
an NMA Model Speed Limit Law based on the 85th percentile rule with definitions and 
references. https://ww2.motorists.org/issues/speed-limits/model-law/ Disregard the 
scientifically Page 2 of 7 based 85th percentile rule by posting lower speed limits does NOT 
change the speed of drivers but instantly creates a large criminal class and a significant 
enforcement issue! ï‚· Speed Limit Fact Sheet https://ww2.motorists.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/speed-limit-fact-sheet.pdf includes the following facts: o Isn’t 
driving slower always safer? ï‚§ A. No, federal and state studies have consistently shown that 
the drivers most likely to get into accidents in traffic are those traveling significantly below 
the average speed. According to an Institute of Transportation Engineers Study, those driving 
10 mph slower than the prevailing speed are six times as likely to be involved in an accident. 
That means that if the average speed on an interstate is 70 mph, the person traveling at 60 
mph is far more likely to be involved in an accident than someone going 70 or even 80 mph. o 
Wouldn’t everyone drive faster if the speed limit was raised? ï‚§ A. No, the majority of drivers 
will not go faster than what they feel is comfortable and safe regardless of the speed limit. 
For example, an 18-month study following an increase in the speed limit along the New York 
Thruway from 55 to 65 mph, determined that the average speed of traffic, 68 mph, remained 
the same. Even a national study conducted by Federal Highway Administration concluded that 
raising or lowering the speed limit had practically no effect on actual travel speeds. 
https://ww2.motorists.org/issues/speed-limits/effects-raising-lowering/ o Don’t higher speed 
limits cause more accidents and traffic fatalities? ï‚§ A. No, if a speed limit is raised to actually 
reflect real travel speeds, the new higher limit will make the roads safer. When the majority 
of traffic is traveling at the same speed, traffic flow improves, and there are fewer accidents. 
Speed alone is rarely the cause of accidents. Differences in speed are the main problem. 
Reasonable speed limits help traffic to flow at a safer, more uniform pace. o SOLUTION - 
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Speed limits on US30East should be set by traffic engineers to the 85th percentile speed of 
the free flow of traffic based on the scientific studies and evidence (as well as throughout IN 
and the nation). 2. Safety Opportunity - Difference in speed occurs at Intersection I learned 
from ~19 years of commuting on U.S.30 easterly in am and westerly in pm numerous safety 
issues. Issue is that if you can’t see the traffic signal, you have little or no time to decide 
whether to proceed safely through the intersection or stop. ï‚· Safety Opportunity - Traffic 
Lights are NOT visible when following Trucks or Tractor Trailers even at double or more than a 
safe distance. The only way to see the traffic light status is to stray far enough into the 
adjacent traffic lane to your left. This has been confirmed and conveyed to me by many CDL 
operators who experience the same issue o Solution â€“ Traffic Lights should be installed at 
the left hand margin of each travel lane (as implemented in Canada decades ago). Page 3 of 7 
REMAINING ISSUE: Maybe implemented, however still requires drifting to the left adjacent 
lane or shoulder to see the light when following tractor-trailer or large box trucks. o Solution 
â€“ TBD? ï‚· Safety Opportunity - on Predominately East / West roads you can NOT see the 
traffic light because seasonally the sun is almost or directly behind the traffic signal light. In 
my commuting experience this includes much of U.S.30 East from Warsaw to Ft. Wayne and 
Parker St. at the U.S.30 Intersection. Even with sun visor down and one hand attempting to 
block the sun the light is often not visible. o Solution - Install the WIDE matte black 
â€œEyebrowâ€� shield surrounding the traffic light to increase the contrast and visibility. 
REMAINING ISSUE: U.S.30 construction ~3 years ago installed the NARROW black eyebrows 
surrounding the traffic lights. This is much less than optimal. o SOLUTION â€“ Replace the 
NARROW Eyebrows with the WIDE eyebrow shields surrounding each signal light on 
predominately east â€“ west controlled intersections. o Solution - Install LED signal lights as 
they are brighter than incandescent and more readily visible against a sunlit sky. Initially only 
Red LEDs were cost-effective however now Green and Yellow are too. ï‚§ Note: Appears to 
have been implemented ~3 years ago during the last construction upgrades. ï‚· Safety 
Opportunity â€“ Yellow Light Timing. Everyone in Warsaw knows that vehicles run the red 
lights on U.S. 30 ALL day EVERY day. The all yellow period dwell time may be inadequate for 
the driver to decide if he can safely proceed through the intersection without speeding up or 
be able to brake to stop before the intersection. The wrong decision can result in right angle 
crashes with crossing or oncoming left turn traffic. The Federal Highway Administration 
published a Brochure to educate about Red Light Running including Ten Things we bet you 
didn’t know. https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/signal/fhwasa11016.pdf 1. You or your 
loved ones are more likely to be injured due to a red-light running related crash than any 
other type of crash. 2. Running a red light or other traffic control is the most common cause 
of all urban crashes. 5. An estimated 165,000 motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians are injured 
annually by red-light runners. Page 4 of 7 6. Half of the people killed by red-light runners are 
not the signal violators â€” they are passengers, other motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. 7. 
Nearly 93% of drivers believe running a red light is unacceptable, yet 1 in 3 drivers reported 
doing so in the past 30 days. 8. There are an average of 7 fatal crashes and over 1,000 injury 
crashes EVERY DAY at signalized intersections across the United States. 9. The cost to society 
of all crashes exceeds $230 billion annually. 10. The tragedies and costs resulting from red-
light running are preventable! The National Motorists Association Fact Sheet on Red Light 
Camera Fact Sheet https://ww2.motorists.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/rlc-fact-
sheet1.pdf Cites numerous facts including: 7) Cameras do not prevent most intersection 
accidents Intersection accidents are just that, accidents. Motorists do not casually drive 
through red lights. More likely, they do not see a given traffic light because they are 
distracted, impaired, or unfamiliar with their surroundings. Even the most flagrant of red-light 
violators will not drive blithely into a crowded intersection, against the light. Putting cameras 
on poles and taking pictures will not stop these kinds of accidents. 8) There are better 
alternatives to cameras. If intersection controls are properly engineered, installed and 
operated, there will be very few red-light violations. From the motorists perspective, 
government funds should be used on improving intersections, not on ticket cameras. Even in 
instances where cameras were shown to decrease certain types of accidents, they increased 
other accidents. Simple intersection and signal improvements can have lasting positive 
effects, without negative consequences. Cities can choose to make intersections safer with 
sound traffic engineering or make money with ticket cameras. Unfortunately, many pick 
money over safety. In 1959 Robert Herman with fellow engineers began analyzing the 
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problem: What is the minimum yellow interval necessary to ensure that a driver, approaching 
a signalized intersection, does not encounter a dilemma zone, where a driver could neither 
STOP safely and comfortably, nor GO without the need to violate the red or accelerate into 
the intersection? Their paper, â€œThe Problem of the Amber Signal Light in Traffic Flow, 
presented a mathematical solution to this problem which first appeared in the 1965 ITE 
Traffic Engineering Handbook. It became known as the Kinematic Equation, and was adopted 
by many” but not all” practitioners as a logical and defensible means of determining the 
length of the yellow change interval. Due to issues the Kinematic Equation did NOT address, 
such as the road grade at an intersection that impact deceleration time, refinements to the 
Kinematic Equation were pursued. David Nash et al article Calculating and Enforcing Traffic 
Signal Yellow Change Interval Times p. 44 in the Mar. 2022 ITE Journal 
https://ite.ygsclicbook.com/pubs/itejournal/2022/march-2022/live/index.html/#p=45 
calculates some example Yellow light durations based on standard assumptions and Posted 
Speed Limit approach speeds based on the Extended Kinematic Equation Page 5 of 7 adopted 
and incorporated into ITEs Recommended Practice, Guidelines for Determining Traffic Signal 
Change and Clearance Intervals, published in March 2020. o Solution â€“ Yellow Light Timing 
should be set based on the Extended Kinematic Equation in latest ITE Recommended Practice. 
Scientifically analyze and update the Yellow Light Duration, perhaps in conjunction with the 
All Red Light duration WILL reduce Red Light running for improved safety. I made personal 
observations of the US30 East through traffic Yellow Light duration at the Parker St. 
intersection in Warsaw. Based on my personal measurements, the Yellow duration is 
approximately 5.45 seconds. As the 85th percentile traffic speed is unknown and the posted 
approach speed limit of 45 mph, I did some quick analysis of (3) cases using the Extended 
Kinematic Equation (pasted as image below). Following the ITE std. (for unknown 85th 
percentile speed) Case 2 above uses a 52 mph approach speed to calculate a Minimum yellow 
duration for cars of 5.32 seconds compared to the Observed Yellow duration of 5.45 seconds - 
is only a minimal 0.11 second margin for cars. However if the 85th percentile speed is 60 mph 
as in Case 3, the yellow duration is too short by 0.46 seconds which will result in even 
attentive auto drivers running the red light and creating a safety issue! What if we follow the 
ITE std. for Trucks or larger vehicles for which a deceleration rate of 8.0 ft. /sec. may be 
appropriate? Recalculating the above three cases: US 30 Westbound at Parker St. intersection 
Yellow Light TimingWestbound through lanes traffic signalPosted Speed Limit,mph4585% 
Speed U.S. 30 Westbound, mphUNKNOWNAutomobilesKinematic Equation Yellow Duration, 
sec. Min.Feb. 9, 2023 ~ 1:30 pmpersonalObservations:Case 1.Entry Speed = Posted limit45 
mphCase 2.85% Speed Est. Posted limit +7 = 52mphCase 3.Entry speed = Posted +15 = 60 
mph5.445.445.455.425.51Yellow Duration, avg. sec.5.454.815.325.91Std. Dev.0.034Kinematic 
Equation assumptions:Perception-reaction time 85%, sec.1.5Deceleration Rate Autos, a 
ft./sec.10Roadway Grade, degrees085th percentile speed unknown, through traffic entry 
speed estimated asCase 1. Posted Speed LimitCase 2. Posted +7, mph (per ITE Std)52Case 3. 
Posted +15, mph60 Page 6 of 7 Results show that even if the Yellow Duration is timed for the 
Case 1 at the Posted Speed Limit, the 5.63 sec. minimum Yellow Duration is 0.18 seconds 
LONGER than the current Yellow Duration â€“ resulting in even some attentive Truck & Large 
Vehicle operators running the Red Light and safety issues! Obviously if the unknown 85th 
percentile speed is GREATER than the 45 mph posted speed limit, as in Case 2 & Case 3 â€“ 
the existing Yellow Duration is 0.93 & 1.45 seconds LESS than the minimum recommended 
â€“ resulting in an even much larger percentage of even attentive Truck & Large Vehicle 
operators running the Red Light and even more safety issues! This is what appears to match 
the observed current reality of frequent Red Light running on US30 East in the Warsaw area. 
NMA has compiled a list of scientific studies on the impact of Yellow Light Timing on improved 
safety and reduced red light running and accidents. https://ww2.motorists.org/issues/red-
light-cameras/yellow-lights/ Driver Behavior control (of other people’s actions) specifically is 
outside of our control with the exception of education and better training. However there are 
opportunities for Driver Education also summarized by NMA. 1. Safety Opportunity - Driver 
Courtesy: Because it is about respecting fellow road users and thus improving traffic safety. 
NMA initially created (15) animations of various Driver Courtesy Animations of elements of 
driver courtesy behavior that can if followed can improve safety on the road. The purpose 
was for use during Driver Safety Month in September 2022. NMA summarizes the animations 
in a topic list and also addresses how they can be used, i.e. by download and posting to 
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websites such as INDOT or Law Enforcement, or in daily TV or radio traffic report newscasts 
and / or websites https://ww2.motorists.org/press-kit/courtesy-2022/ . NMA has increased 
this from the initial (15) to currently (30) Driver Courtesy animations which are shown and 
available for download here https://ww2.motorists.org/drivercourtesy/ . 2. Safety 
Opportunity â€“ Driver (Law Enforcement, Politician and INDOT) Education: NMA has created 
a Press Release list of Useful Information and Fact Sheets on Motorists Issues all of which are 
related to improved Traffic Safety. Topics include Speed Limits, Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD) including Lane Discipline, Distracted Driving and Vehicle Emissions. 
Deceleration Rate Trucks / Large Vehicles, a ft./sec.8Trucks & Large VehiclesKinematic 
Equation Yellow Duration, sec. Min.Feb. 9, 2023 ~ 1:30 pmpersonalObservations:Case 1.Entry 
Speed = Posted limit45 mphCase 2.85% Speed Est. Posted limit +7 = 52mphCase 3.Entry speed 
= Posted +15 = 60 mph5.445.445.455.425.51Yellow Duration, avg. sec.5.455.636.287.01 Page 
7 of 7 Hopefully these Safety Opportunities and proposed Solutions provide ideas for 
evaluation and phased priority of implementation to improve safety on the existing US30 East 
of Ft. Wayne and wherever else applicable by INDOT. I believe these ideas can result in 
improved safety long before any final Decisions, implementation and completion by the 
Propel US30 and PropelUS31 Project Teams. 

103.  Overall US 30 Corridor Bill Hartman presented the team with intersection recommendations on a map from the Allen 
County Highway Department. He’s also part of the US 30 Coalition. This map excluded 
intersections in New Haven.  

104.  Bike and Pedestrian, 
Economic Development, 
Safety 

Current us 30 splits Warsaw in two. We need a bike and pedestrian connector (overhead). 
 

105.  Overall US 30 Corridor I watched the first video that was put out about the ProPEL project. I found it interesting, but I 
would like to see more videos of the meetings with questions that are asked and the 
responses. Is that possible? or even a transcript of the meeting would be ok that just cover 
the question and answer. 

106.  Environmental I strongly oppose the North Warsaw proposed loop route for US30.  This will bring a major 
highway near one of the cleanest and most protected lakes in Northern Indiana.  Further this 
proposal is simply only existing because of the south route being partially blocked by the 
Winona Lake village which keeps the Warsaw Mayor from annexing in further area into the 
city limits.    The environmental impacts caused by placing the route this close to one of the 
cleanest lakes in northern Indiana is unfathomable. 

107.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

We need to eliminate many of the stop lights on US 30 and turn it back into a true limited 
access highway. These lights need to replaced with interchanges with frontage roads for local 
traffic. There is no reason local traffic should have to compete with thru traffic. We also need 
to reopen some of the rest areas. We have far too many sleepy drivers trying to operate 
vehicles. Give them a place to rest when tired. This all needs to be done without hindering 
access to cities, towns and businesses. 

108.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Mobility, 
Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

These traffic lights are a death trap. I’ve lived here for 20 years and every week I see semis 
blow through lights that have been red for 10+ seconds. The volume of commercial traffic 
having to constantly stop is terrible for the environment and costs so much more money in 
fuel. 
 

109.  Environmental Hello! I am involved in a committee to preserve an area of the Tippecanoe River that runs 
directly through the US 30 East study area. I have some questions about your study. Is this in 
regards to the proposed options for a bypass in our area? or is this a different study? Either 
way I think our committee would have input for this decision. 

110.  Overall US 30 Corridor It seems US 31 has stolen the funds for US 30 east. Why has the news gone silent about  US 
30. Haven't heardxa thing since the 2022 meeting at Sweetwater. 

111.  Overall US 30 Corridor When is the next Sweetwater meeting on US 30 upgrade? 
 

112.  Overall US 30 Corridor When is the next Sweetwater meeting on US 30 upgrade? 
 

113.  Overall US 30 Corridor When is the next Sweetwater meeting on US 30 upgrade? 
 

114.  Overall US 30 Corridor When is the next Sweetwater meeting on US 30 upgrade? 



 

 

 
ProPEL US 30 | propelUS30.com 

 
 

   Page | 129 

115.  Environmental, Mobility, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

Good afternoon,  I apologize as I have not been able to attend an office hours session in 
person; however, I am interested in learning about the planning and feedback process for the 
US 30 East corridor project, specifically the decision making structure for the bypass around 
Warsaw.  My land is directly impacted by the maps that have been released with a bypass to 
the north of town.  Nearly everyone I speak with about this project favor a limited access 
highway that remains on the current US 30 route through Warsaw.  Will there be plans 
released for public feedback and comment before a final decision is made?  What factors 
about environmental damage and displacement of landowners are being taken into account?  
Thank you in advance for your response.  All the best,  Logan Waddle 
logan.waddle@yahoo.com (574) 377-1832 

116.  Safety Jerry is a farmer and expressed safety and accessibility concerns about his agricultural 
equipment crossing Minnich Road and Hartzell Road. He suggested an overhead bypass 
through New Haven. 
 
Mentioned the "Road to 1 Million" a study in NE Indiana, including 11 counties. They received 
$42 million for various projects to promote economic activity and population growth. They 
were predicting/hoping for 1 million people in those 11 counties by 2030. He estimated there 
are only 750K now.  

117.  Economic Development, 
Mobility 

Gerard expressed interest in the activity at Doyle Road and how that will impact the corridor 
decisions for an interchange at that location. 

118.  Mobility, Safety Denny owns a farm property off of Tillman Road near US 30 and wants Ternet Road closed as 
a cul-de-sac due to semi traffic on that road that ditches off of US 30 and negatively impacts 
Tillman Road. The intersection on Ternet Road just south of US 30 is a 90 degree turn that is 
too tight for semi trucks to turn safely. Denny mentioned that the city/state has installed a 
guardrail along Tillman Road that is regularly hit by semis and must be replaced 
approximately every six months. 

119.  Mobility Sharon owns a farm property in southeast Allen County. She doesn't want access cut off to US 
30 at Franke Road because a lot of motorists use Franke Road due to the church and bar/grill 
there. She also expressed the need to maintain access to the grain elevator. She said there 
are a lot of accidents at 469. 

120.  Mobility, Safety Woody said he was impressed with the number of community office hours that the team has 
hosted and thanked us.   From Fort Wayne but travels to Warsaw. Says average speed is 
between 65-75 mph along the corridor in the Warsaw area. His wife travels to Warsaw three 
times a week and works at Depuy and he travels to Warsaw once a week. He was interested 
in the crash/safety data along US 30. He also expressed concerns with a recent fatality at CR 
800 and US 30. Suggested some kind of lighting/shielding options for that area to help with 
the reflection of the sun in drivers' eyes. No static signage because people disregard those.   
Suggests flashing lights around the stop signs along the county roads leading into US 30. Says 
this will help with safety of motorists entering US 30.  Asked if we plan to widen the road.  
Warsaw has gotten bad from Center Street to SR 15.  Traffic moves well through Columbia 
City. 

121.  Safety I very strongly feel this project will be good for the area and regions, our economy, the 
infrastructure to facilitate efficient business and also for the average citizen who travels.  I'm 
a resident and professional who has long worked and lived among 5 of the counties that 
contain US 30 in our state. I am adding my perspective as both at this time, due to a huge 
safety concern that has existed for many years, which is the intersections of US 30 and County 
Line Road/800 at the Allen/Whitley county borders, and also a similar intersection at US 30 & 
State Road 13 in Pierceton. Both are very hazardous and need immediate intervention by the 
state and as the 30 project continues. My spouse was hit by a young driver at the 1st 
intersection last Fall and has since been incapacitated while recovering, for over 7 months. 
We have encountered many local people -including multiple types of professionals, who all 
agree and know that particular intersection to be a dangerous area known for serious 
accidents. The other intersection I personally witnessed many accidents, including one fatality 
at, over years, as a former Pierceton Resident and then while working there, as a non-resident 
but still lived locally and commuted the area daily. My spouse's accident is yet another 
example of a bad encounter in what needs to be made into a safer intersection. Since industry 
has built up in this area, traffic is heavier -meaning larger vehicles like semi trucks, and also as 
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in frequency, as a convenient route between many other business areas like Fort Wayne to 
South Bend, between major airports & etc. My spouse formerly commuted that road daily 
and in fact was hit right after leaving work, mid day, in beautiful weather with no poor road 
conditions, by someone simply turning onto 30, in a safe and standard car. The other driver 
was driving a large SUV, too fast, and was since deemed at fault. My spouse was blessed to 
survive but the repercussions and following recovery have caused job loss, financial difficulty, 
etc. I'd like the power that be to consider stories like ours in planning for a more safe way for 
all parties to travel through the area using US 30, as the project unfolds...for the safety of 
ourselves, our community and future generations. 

122.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

The  US 30 (exit 309) The exit is a clover leaf  has traffic for the exit design it is a hard exit for 
me  to use the exit is for US 30, and state road 930 and they are both very busy roads. A 
different exit type would increase mobility on high traffic corridor.  I don’t live by Warsaw I 
think the route 30 to a freeway where it currently is sounds promising. 

123.  Safety In eastern Allen County Tillman road sees too much truck traffic from US 30 today, Tillman is a 
small rural road with a tight 90 degree turn off of Ternet road. Semi tractor trailers are not 
safe on this road Please put a cul-de-sac on Ternet and disconnect from US 30 as a safety 
initiative, thank you 

124.  Mobility, Safety I would love to get involved in the US 30 in Columbia City, IN.  I live next to the 30 behind the 
hospital. We really need a safe way for all the golf cart drivers to be able to cross the 30 
safely. 

125.  Overall US 30 Corridor I was not able to go to the meeting June 8th because I could not get off work.  I don't think I 
can go to the one next week either.  Will it be available on line? 

126.  Economic Development Want to encourage the state to make US 30 stop free/ freeway. This improvement would 
assist in the growth of our local businesses. Comparing this project to the I 69 freeway south 
of Indianapolis, we can all agree that there is nothing negative about the project.   As painful 
as it might be... my suggestion is to utilize the existing route, utilizing over/underpasses to 
eliminate any stops. This project will definitely be an inconvenience for a long period of time 
but feel that future generations will appreciate the forward thinking of today's leaders. Kind 
regards, Todd Speicher, President  Instrumental Machine & Development Warsaw, IN 

127.  Environmental, Mobility, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

I just want to make sure that this corridor is available to other modes of transportation. 
Specifically a future rail corridor that would connect Columbus OH to Fort Wayne to Chicago. 
This is a potential corridor for east west travel that would benefit the Midwest and also locals 
around Warsaw with fast, convenient, and environmentally sound transportation. Less 
highway planning, more trains. 

128.  Safety I would like to be contacted for input on US 30 E. 
129.  Mobility, Safety 

 
Northwest Allen County Schools is concerned with the safety of our families and buses 
crossing US 30 and appreciate the work being done to study possible solutions. The mobility 
of our families is a concern when looking at the solutions. With Arcola Elementary School 
being south of US 30 we are concerned with the number of access points to cross US 30. Our 
western boarder of County Line Rd and Eastern border of Flaugh Rd are not the major 
crossing points. Felger Rd and O'Day Rd are the two roads that have the biggest connection to 
the Arcola area. We also understand that if improvements are made to the US 30 corridor 
that growth may occur in this area which would increase the need for mobility and safety 
even more.   Thanks again for taking the comments. 

130.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

The Eastern part of the US 30 East corridor has a number of issues. At grade crossings, 
numerous stop lights, and inconsistent road conditions create a number of dangerous 
conditions given the traffic volumes, especially commercial traffic.  Bringing US-30 to 
interstate highway standards and eliminating stop lights would be a huge step in improving 
traffic flow and eliminating crashes. 

131.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety 

Too much time spent talking about a problem that's been screaming for a solution for 
decades.  US 30 needs to be a freeway from Ft. Wayne to IN 49 if not all the way to I-65.  To 
quote our former Governor "start digging". 

132.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

The information presented was excellent and the data and input is on-target. I would love to 
see the access to the corridor reduced as much as feasible, eliminating the driveways and 
field access wherever possible, and consolidating the amount of crossings, just as is done 
when an interstate is installed. Right in, right out only at lower traffic-count crossings with a 
bridge over US 30 is one solution. The way Columbia City forces trucks into the right lane 
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through the area is smart, and the truckers generally leave enough gaps for autos to get by 
and get into turn lanes, although I know the trucks can back up at rush hours quite a ways. 
Your options are limited after this many years of use, unfortunately. 

133.  Safety Looking forward to the day that travel speeds from Warsaw to Fort Wayne are safe. I travel 
parts of that section daily and the speeds are well above posted (70 except Friday where 75 is 
more common). If the roadway was limited access then those speeds may make sense. I used 
to ride my bike to school at Coesse and cross 30 at 500 East. Now I struggle being in a car 
crossing various sections of 30. Man I sound old. 

134.  Safety thank you for this opportunity, i have commented at previous meetings, i am concerned with 
Truck traffic detouring off of US30 and driving in residential areas. Please do not allow access 
to or from US 30 from Ternet road today we have trucks reroute at this intersection and 
detour thru residential areas 

135.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety 

Menards' concerns regarding US 30 improvements continue to be safety and access for our 
guests.  It is our hope that any plans for the corridor will keep local business traffic in mind 
while working to improve the safety conditions for US 30.  If two options end up on the table 
being limiting or removing access points along the existing corridor and constructing a bypass, 
Menards' would strongly prefer the bypass. 

136.  Economic Development, 
Overall US 30 Corridor 

I am in support of converting US 30 into a Freeway.  Doing so would stimulate the economy 
and lead to continued economic development in Northern Indiana.  The Blue Ribbon Panel 
appointed by then Governor Pence with INDOT participation determined that transitioning 
this highway to Freeway status will - create 10,572 new jobs - increase gross regional product 
by $959 million - increase real personal income by $943 million  The northeast Indiana 
economy is dependent upon manufacturing.  Manufacturing is dependent upon highway 
transportation to move materials, workforce, and products.  Manufacturing creates wealth 
and imports capital to northeast Indiana from throughout the US and the world via imports.    
Please convert US 30 to a Freeway.  Thank you! 

137.  Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Keep it simple.....upgrade to freeway standards all urban sections at a minimum. Do it right in 
order to spend less money over time. No need to piecemeal it over several years with added 
costs associated with it. Just do it all and do it all right, and now. Main pain points to focus on 
-&gt; Rebuild and re-align the I-69/US30 interchange to be free flowing to avoid merge 
conflicts with traffic exiting I-69 to go west on Goshen/SR930. Add C/D lanes between Kromer 
road and I-69 to keep drivers safe with the merging that takes place at US33 and I-69's 
respective interchanges. 

138.  Overall US 30 Corridor Dear ProPEL US 30 East and US 30 West Study Team:  Thank you for receiving comments on 
this very important project. I am strongly in favor of converting the entirety of US 30 to an 
interstate Freeway such as I-69.   I live in Fort Wayne and have done so for over forty years. 
Manufacturing is vitally essential, if not the economic lifeblood of northeast Indiana. And NEI 
is an essential component of Indiana’s overall durable competitive advantage. Therefore, I 
believe we must do everything in our capability to maximize the opportunity for success in 
our manufacturing businesses across our region.  The data and facts regarding the importance 
of this initiative are well known. As I understand the data, NEI has over 379,000 wage and 
salaried individuals with nearly 20% of them working in manufacturing and 5% working in 
warehousing and transportation. With average wages of over $80,000 in the manufacturing 
space, which exceeds the average wages of all workers in NEI by nearly $30,000, our 
manufacturing businesses and jobs are critical for the long-term economic sustainability and 
scalability of NEI and Indiana.   Additionally, Governor Pence’s appointed Blue Ribbon panel, 
in which INDOT participated in 2013, determined that transitioning US30 to a Freeway Status 
would create more than 10,000 new jobs in NEI and increase Gross Regional Product by 
nearly $1B (in 2013 currency). Converting this road to a Freeway will drive growth that we will 
all benefit from.   In addition to the economic impact, safety is of course a key concern for all 
of us in Indiana. This project will increase safety for all those who travel it.     I am aware, as I 
know you are, of individual or local concerns about converting this road to a Freeway. Please 
consider the big picture, the strategic view, and don’t let local parochial concerns of 
individuals cloud the positive visionary benefit for the whole of the region.   Working together 
is a fundamental Indiana Hoosier quality, and we need to utilize this homegrown capability 
for our collective benefit more than ever. The coming together of our governmental agencies, 
our businesses, and our communities on this project will have a multi-decade generational 
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positive impact on our future.  Please, for the long-term thriving of Indiana, do everything in 
your power to make the entire stretch of US 30 from the Ohio line to Valparaiso an interstate 
Freeway.   Sincerely, 

139.  Overall US 30 Corridor Get the semi's out of the left lane would help out a LOT!  It's rare to see a cop pulling them 
over.  Unless this is enforced we will continue to have issues.  I had pointed to one semi driver 
to get into his lane and he stopped at one of the stop lights and got out of his truck and came 
at me in my car!  Can't these idiots read?! 

140.  Economic Development, 
Environmental, Safety 

While your process is clear, it still appears that the end goal primarily benefits businesses and 
those who own businesses, because the basic premise remains: increase truck traffic and 
make those businesses money. As evidenced by the expansion of SDI at 800 and the recent 
changes to Flaugh Road to benefit Amazon and Sweetwater, business wins again at the 
expense of local residents who work for and frequent those businesses. Semi traffic is the 
problem not the solution. I'll repeat: semi traffic is the problem not the solution, and the goal 
of this project remains its increase. Amazon, SDI and Sweetwater win; ordinary Hoosiers lose. 
Since the only way to increase truck traffic is to make it easier and faster to get from A to B, 
safety issues will increase not decrease, and that's before the impact of larger, consolidated 
intersections and off ramp systems is considered. No one -- except those businesses -- wants 
to live under or around a concrete bridge like a troll. For most of the people who live near the 
proposed consolidated access points, their home is their major (sometimes only) asset. How 
do you live in or sell a house that can see/hear/smell what is to come to make life easier for 
the semis and the businesses that use them? Expanded cloverleafs and giant overpass 
systems are a solution that only benefits business, and encourages them to increase traffic 
speed and volume at the expense of citizens. From the perspective of the average citizen, it 
seems once again that the State has already made a decision on the goal and the process will 
simply determine who bears the impact. Given the steps already taken at 800 and Flaugh 
Road, it seems clear that business wins and citizens lose. Your process is impressive. It would 
be even more so if the main goal were not already set. 

141.  Economic Development July 12, 2023 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N755 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
RE: PEL Study for U.S. 30 
Dear INDOT Officials: 
On behalf of the City of Fort Wayne, I ask for your support in upgrading U.S. 30 into a 
freeway. The U.S. 30 corridor is a critical part of our community's transportation system for 
residents, workers, and business. This transition is needed to ensure future development of 
economic opportunities in northeast Indiana. 
As a member of then-Governor Pence's Blue Ribbon Panel on Transportation Infrastructure, I 
advocated for U.S. 30 from Fort Wayne to Valparaiso to be a priority for Indiana. I've long 
supported a transportation network that is safe and reliable to better position communities 
like ours in job creation, job retention, and an excellent quality of life. That Panel completed 
its work in 2014, yet this project languishes in bureaucratic red tape. 
The Purpose and Need Study has established that safety along the corridor is a major concern. 
Hoosiers across northern Indiana, including the 800,000 residents of northeast Indiana, 
deserve better. The data already shows the increased economic value and the savings in 
operating costs and lives that can result from making U.S. 30 a freeway. 
I respectfully request that INDOT does all it can to expedite this necessary transition. Our 
competitiveness for business and talent depends on it. 
Sincerely, 
Thomas C. Henry 
Mayor   

142.  Safety, Overall US 30 
Corridor 

Would a rest stop for travelers be considered in the upgrades to US 30 ? 

143.  Economic Development, 
Mobility, Safety, Overall 
US 30 Corridor 

Indiana Department of Transportation  
100 N Senate Ave, Room N755 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
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INDOT Officials, 
The Mayors and Commissioners Caucus of Northeast Indiana is comprised of 16 mayors and 
33 county commissioners from Northeast Indiana. The Caucus consistently advocates on 
behalf of our residents, local governments, and for regionalism. In fact, over the past decade, 
the Caucus has set the standard for regionalism across the state, receiving both the Regional 
Cities designation and being declared a READI region. We work collaboratively to find 
consensus on projects and issues impacting the region while also partnering together to 
ensure what is good for one is good for all.     
The Caucus stands together in recognition and support of upgrading US 30 into a freeway. As 
the Purpose and Need Report for East US 30 has so dramatically highlighted, safety along the 
US 30 corridor is an impediment to workforce commuting, transport of materials and goods, 
and most critical, the safety of our local commuters who must navigate unsafe intersections 
that average a high frequency of accidents within the urban areas of the study. And as such, 
has a negative impact on the future economic development of Northeast Indiana. 
Further, multiple gubernatorial administrations have given this project their word. Data from 
the Purpose and Need Study has formalized the safety concerns that we have, for too long, 
had to deal with. We cannot wait 10 years for solutions. 
Over the last decade, the Caucus and numerous other regional organizations have advocated 
for upgrades to US 30 as a cornerstone issue, given the impact this highway has on the lives of 
over 800,000 Hoosiers living in Northeast Indiana. The time to act is now. 
The Caucus strongly encourages INDOT, through the PEL study, to upgrade US 30 to a 
Freeway for the safety and economic stability of Northeast Indiana. 
Sincerely, 
The Mayors and Commissioners Caucus of Northeast Indiana 
Gary Leatherman, Noble County CommissionerMike Vanover, Wells County 
CommissionerStan Stoppenhagen, Adams County CommissionerGary Timmerman, Noble 
County CommissionerMayor Daniel Rickord, DecaturMayor Joe Thallemer, WarsawMayor 
John Whicker, BlufftonNelson Peters, Allen County CommissionerMayor Richard Hickman, 
AngolaMayor Scott Long, WabashCary Groninger, Kosciusko County CommissionerMike 
Watson, Dekalb County CommissionerRichard Beck, Allen County CommissionerMayor Gregg 
Sprunger, BerneBarry Eppley, Wabash County CommissionerSteven Bailey, Adams County 
CommissionerMayor Ryan Daniel, Columbia CityBlake Gerber, Wells County 
CommissionerAnita Hess, Noble County CommissionerMayor Michael Ley, AuburnMayor 
Mike Hartman, ButlerMayor Tom Henry, Fort WayneMayor Todd Fiandt, GarrettMayor 
Richard Strick, HuntingtonMayor Suzanne Handshoe, KendallvilleMayor Earle Franklin, 
LigonierMayor Steve McMichael, New HavenMayor Joe Kelsey, WoodburnSteven Kuhn, 
Adams County CommissionerTherese Brown, Allen County CommissionerBill Hartman, DeKalb 
County CommissionerTodd Sanderson, DeKalb County CommissionerTerry Stoffel, Huntington 
County CommissionerRob Miller, Huntington County CommissionerTom Wall, Huntington 
County CommissionerBrad Jackson, Kosciusko County CommissionerBob Conley, Kosciusko 
County CommissionerTerry Martin, LaGrange County CommissionerKevin Meyers, LaGrange 
County CommissionerPeter Cook, LaGrange County CommissionerWill Howard, Steuben 
County CommissionerKen Shelton, Steuben County CommissionerAndy Laughlin, Steuben 
County CommissionerJeff Dawes, Wabash County CommissionerBrian Haupert, Wabash 
County CommissionerBlake Gerber, Wells County CommissionerJeff Stringer, Wells County 
CommissionerChad Banks, Whitley County CommissionerTheresa Green, Whitley County 
CommissionerRob Schuman, Whitley County Commissioner 
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APPENDIX L: PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY TABLE 
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